





VOL. CLXXIV 


WELFARE ON BUILDING WORKS 


"THE agreement of a code of welfare conditions for 

~ the building industry, to which reference was 
made in our issue of February 6, follows the tradition 
of self-discipline which is characteristic of the 
industry. It is getting on for 30 years since the 
representative national organisations of employers 
and operatives first laid their heads together to devise 
administrative machinery by which fair wages and 
suitable conditions of employment could be agreed 
and kept under constant review, difficult questions 
of demarcation could be settled and the industry pro- 
tected from the disastrous effects of strikes and lock- 
outs. Similar collaboration later produced the Uni- 
formity Agreemeng under which differences between 
the conditions in the building and civil engineering 
industries on war-time contracts were resolved. This 
most recent joint action: of providing a welfare code 
should result in a considerable improvement of the 
conditions under which building operatives will in 
future work, whether in the shops or on building sites. 


Factory Regulations have aimed over a long period 
at the i Hs of working conditions in factories 
and workshops; these Regulations have, however, 
applied to only a few types of building operation, 
and even where they did apply, the physical difficulties 
peculiar tg building sites have made it impossible 
to provide amenities of the type that can easily be 
made available in a factory, where each individual 
worker has his appointed place and where many are 
assembled under a single roof. Progressive employers 
have nevertheless made every effort to overcome these 
difficulties, and there has been a gradual, if slow, 
improvement in the facilities provided for shelter, 
canteens, lavatory accommodation gnd first-aid on all 
large contracts and housing estates. Indeed, the pay- 
ment of “dirty money ” may be regarded as a first 
attempt to compensate the worker for the inability 
of the employer to provide such conditions as help 
to take the irk out of work. 


_ The present code is founded upon one which was 
issued by the Ministry of Labour, and which applied 
upon Government contract sites during the war. 
Many of these sites were in places considerably 
removed from the normal facilities for feeding, wash- 
ing, drying rain-soaked clothing, and so forth, and, as 
the imperative demands of national defence required 
that the work proceed in all conditions of weather; 
the special provision of welfare amenities became 
an obvious necessity. The industry recognises that the 
provision of adequate welfare facilities is not merely 
a matter of simple social justice, but good business. 


The partiés to the welfare code agree that proper 
and adequate welfare arrangements shall be provided 
on all building sites. These arrangements shall 
include shelter from inclement weather, accommoda- 
tion for depositing clothing not worn during work, 
accommodation by way of sufficient tables and chairs 
or benches to enable the operatives to sit down to 
their mid-day meals, canteen facilities (where the size 
of the contract justifies separate provision and where 
no alternative facilities are available), lavatory accom- 
——— a washing facilities and, what bl con- 
sider to be a very necessary. provision, an uate 
supply of <deleniins drinking water. Another pro- 
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' vision, which indicates the more enlightened py om, a 
men 


of the present-day org wig to the welfare of hi 
and improvement of his, nee Secnsaneigiene is that 
there must be adequate surface drainage, so that the 
site is kept reasonably dry and free from standing 
water; such roads, paths and hard standings as will 
give reasonably clean access to all parts of the work 
under construction must also be provided. The code 
also requires that varying degrees of first-aid equip- 
ment shall be provided according to the numiber of 
operatives on the site. The adoption of the code 


represents a further step in the gradual progress of ° 


humanising the conditions under which manual 
labour is employed, which is typical of the present 
century. 

It is to be hoped that everyone in the industry will 
endeavour to adopt the code and put it into practice 
in the spirit in which it has been-conceived. The 
peculiar circumstances of each job or site will, of 
course, determine the extent and degree of the special 
facilities that can be provided. A country that is 
fighting its way back to a decent standard of living 
cannot afford the luxury of strikes engineered by dis- 
gruntled or politically minded shop-stewards on the 
flimsy pretext that one more man is employed on a 
site than is justified by the number of w.c.s provided: 
other industries have witnessed this type of industrial 
sabotage and many hours, days and weeks of essential 

roduction have been lost to the country as the result. 

e building industry, which is already threatened 
with considerable unemployment as the result of the 
cut in capital expenditure, can well do without dis- 
turbances that can arise from the exploitation Rad acd 
grievances. Equally, however, we hope that ding 
contractors will endeavour to interpret the code gener- 
ously so that the best type of young men will not be 
deterred from entering the industry because of lack 
of decent sanitary and welfare arrangements. 

One word remains to be said as to the provision 
of first-aid equipment. However well this is looked 
after it is generally found that the splints or the iodine 
or the bandages or the sal volatile—whatever it may 
be that happens to be wanted—is not there at the 
crucial time. These Red Cross boxes must be readily 
accessible and their very accessibility is the cause of 
their being denuded of essential supplies without any 


report being made to the responsible official. The 


boxes must, therefore, be regularly inspected and their 
contents replenished. 

Also, prevention is better than cure; keep suffi- 
cient “Safety First” posters always prominently 
exhibited. 

Like so many of the — welfare steps 
taken by the building industry, observance of the 
code is going to cost money and in the first event 
will be a further charge on building cost, though it 
is hoped that improved working conditions will even- 
tually pay for themselves in improved production. 
Little, if any, data of the cost of welfare on building 
sites are available, but if the cost of welfare in the 
modern factory is considered as comparable, then an 
appreciable percentage must be added to the cost of 
building. If we accept this, then it is clear that the 
code must be universally applied by all building 
firms, or defaulters will be placed at an unfair advan- 
tage in tendering with those who loyally implement 
the code’s provisions. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


1948 and the United Kingdom. 


THE White Paper “Economic Survey 
for 1948” (issued on Tuesday, Stationery 
Office, 1s. net) reviews the present eco- 
nomic state of the nation and sets out 
some of the prospects and targets for 
the nine months ahead. The statistics 
contained in the report take no account 
of the possibility of United States aid 
under the Marshall Plan, which is as 
well, in that the challenge which is pre- 
sented to the people of the United King- 
dom is plain and unmistakable. With- 
out United States assistance we must 
(states the report) expect “cuts in 
imports which would affect raw materials 
as well as food, and so cause serious 
unemployment.” 


The effect on the building and. civil 
engineering industry is likely to be con- 
siderable. At the end of 1947 there were 
1,364,000 people engaged; by the end of 
1948 this figure is expected to shrink to 
1,200,000. Says the report: “ The build- 
ing industries are already larger than 
present supplies of materials can sustain. 
The reduction of investment programmes, 
with accompanying cuts in building steel 
and timber, imply the need for contrac- 
tion if labour within the industries is to 
be adequately occupied.” The report 
continues: “It will be seen that a figure 
for unemployment notably higher than 
the present level has been used. It is 
important to make clear what this 
implies. It does not imply any increase 
in long-term unemployment or _ the 
emergence of any new * depressed areas.” 
The reduction of unemployment in the 
development areas which has been so 
successfully, achieved in recent months 
should go on. It allows for an increase 
in short-term unemployment, including 
possibly some temporary wearerereent 
in the building industry. . 
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Building’s Contribution. 


TarGets for coal, mining machinery, 
iron and steel, shipbuilding, textiles and 
agriculture have. been No refer- 
ence is made to building targets, and we 
must infer from this that the volume of 
building and housing will depend upon 
production of coal and of building 
materials and the extent to which ex- 
ports enable us to continue to import 
essential materials from abroad, such as 
timber. 

Yet the building industry does not, and 
must not, stand aloof from a struggle 
in which the nation must unite. Build- 
ing remains a first charge upon industry, 
whether in housing or industrial construc- 
tion, and the duty devolves upon the 
building industry to work not only 
harder but to work more intelligently, 
whether in the laying of bricks or in the 
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planning or management of a contract 
More production in shorter time and ai 
lower cost is a prime contribution our 
industry can make to the salvation and 
speedy recovery of our country. Every 
member of the building trade must make 
his opportunity to contribute. 


Town Planning Film. 


THe Central Office of Information, in 
furtherance of its efforts to educate the 
public through the cinema on subjects 
connected with social and economic legis- 
lation, has made a film entitled “ New 
Town,” which was shown before an 
invited audience this week before its 
release to West End cinemas on March 15. 

In making the film it would appear that 
C.O.}. had to evolve a system of presenta- 
tion which would make it possible to put 
the brave new world on the screen. As 
no material examples of Utopian Britain 
as yet exist, the obvious medium for por- 
trayal of the abstract was the cartoon, 
and the creation of a character represent- 
ing the common man was the natural 
corollary. It is likely that this Govern- 
ment stooge, “Charley” by name, with 
his natty boiler suit and trite signature 
tune, will be a familiar figure to filmgoers 
in the future. 

As “ New Town” opens, “ Charley ” is 
seen cycling through the spacious boule- 
vard of a modern community, and in a 
flashback we see how life was in the bad 
old days when he rode through smoky 
streets in an uncomfortable bus. Then 
follows a sequence which cleverly illus- 
trates the effect of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion on the face of Britain. ‘Fortunately, 
“ Charley ” and ‘his friends are able to put 
the world right between them, and the 
film concludes with a view of him cycling 
through the town which has taken shape 
before our eyes. Technically this is a 


‘good production, as is the second in the 


series in which our hero explains the 
advantages of the National Health Service 








THE “PRAVDA” COMBINED NEWSPAPER AND PRINTING WORKS, MOSCOW. 
Panteleimon Architect. 
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From the R.I.B.A. Exhibition of Soviet Architecture. ’ 


THE DYNAMO AQUATIC STATION, KHIMKI1 (1938). Gennady Movchan, Architect. 


Scheme to an aristocratic character, whose 
mental equipment is such that he seems 
incapable of grasping the Government's 
benevolent intentions. What purpose do 
these films serve? To the illiterate who 
never read a newspaper they may be 
revealing, but we trust that such people 
are in a minority. 

Olympian Architecture. 


Tue founder of the Modern Olympic‘ 


Games, Baron de Coubertin, remember- 
ing the close connection between sport 
and the Arts in Ancient Greece, happily 
induced the authorities to revive the 
combined effort of physical prowess and 
artistic achievement. Thus, at all recent 
Games—Berlin, Los Angeles, Amster- 
dam—althougk the sculptors may not 
have risen to the heights of Miron with 
his Discoboulos or the Hermes of Praxi- 
teles, they still produced some remark- 
able work. ; 3 

It was not, it seems, until 1912, in 
Stockholm, that a real start was made. 
Here a mixed bag of works was sent in, 
and prizes were gained by the U.S.A. 
(painting), France (sculpture), Italy 
(music), Germany (poetry), and Switzer- 
iand (architecture). In 1924, the 
competition was even keener, a Greek 
cn this octasion coming once more to 
the fore by carrying off the Gold Medal 
for sculpture. Amsterdam, in 1928, was 
the scene of an extremely spirited exhibi- 
tion, which was held in the Modern Art 
Gallery, and here, for the first time, 
Britain competed in strength. 

In Los Angeles, in 1932, Great 
Britain gained the highest award, Mr. 
John Hughes, of Birkenhead, gaining the 
International Gold Medal for his “ Sports 
and Recreation Centre with Stadium for 
the City of Live .” (The number of 
British architectural exhibits on this occa- 
sion was only one.) The last Olympic 
Games was held in 1936 in Berlin. 

_ Plans have been laid to hold competi- 
tions in connection with current 
Games (to be held in July-August next 
at Wembley) in Architecture (town plan- 
ning and buildings), Painting, Sculpture 
(in the round, in relief and medals and 
shields), Literature and Music. The 
Chairman of the Fine Arts Committee is 
General Sir Ronald Adam, K.C.B., and 
the Selection Committees are: Architec- 


ture: Sir Percy Thomas, Mr. Robert 
Matthew and Professor W. G. Holford; 
Painting: Mr. Norman Wilkinson, Mr. 
Walter Hutchinson arid Mr. James Laver; 
and Sculpture: Sir William Reid Dick, 
Mr. Charles Wheeler and Mr. Frank 
Dobson. The three selected works in 
each class are to be placed with similar 
selections from other participating 
countries and will be judged by an Inter- 
national Jurv in June, 


Deputy County Architect Vacancy. 
MippLesex County Council invite 


applications for the post of deputy 
county architect. This carries a commen- 


cing salary of £1,200 per annum (plus 


£60) to £1,500 per annum, plus current 
cost-of-living bonus (now £60 per 
annum). Application forms must be 
returned to the county architect, Middle- 
sex House, 20, Vauxhall Bridge-road, 
S.W.1, not later than noon, March 31. 


“Communism and the Architect.” 


Wuat is described as “The Archi- 
tects’ Group of the Communist Party ” 
is to hold a discussion on “ Commun- 
ism and the Architect,” at 6 p.m., on 
Tuesday, March 16, at “ The Salisbury,” 
St. Martin’s-lane, W.C.2. The discussion 
is to be opened by Mr. John Gollan, 
assistant secretary, Communist Party. 


Trends in Soviet Architecture. 


AN open discussion on present trends 
in Soviet Architecture will be held at 
the R.LB.A. on Friday, March 12, at 
6.30 p.m., in connection with the current 
exhibition now being shown there! The 
discussion will be led by Mr. Arthur 
Ling, chairman of the S.C.R. Architec- 
ture Group which arranged the exhibi- 
tion. 


Art and Industry. 

Sorpip reality appears to delight the 
artist of every iod. In the same way 
that our film directors find artistic con- 
tent in Hogarthian scenes of squalor 
photographed from ingenious angles, so 
the artists of the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries brought a romantic light 
to the Industrial Revolution. A visit to 
Heal’s Mansard Gallery, Tottenham 
Court-road, where an exhibition of paint 
ing, prints ‘and models showing the 


influence of the revolution on art is being 
presented by Dr. F. D. i , in 
collaboration with the - 

Society, will reveal that the birth of the 
Machine Age was reflected not only in 
the work of serious artists but also in 
that of cartoonists and those who ex- 
ploited the subject for commercial pur- 
poses. The impact of the age on land- 
scape artists is illustrated by Turner's 
vision of Shields and Newcastle, views 
of the Black Country by Francis Nichol- 
son, and R. K. Porter’s painting of an 
iron mine. A cartoonist with a lively 
imagination shows the dire effect that the 
railway might have had upon the horse 
(several of these animals are pictured 
playing musical instruments and ing 
for alms), while another exhibit makes 
it apparent that many le of this 
period acquired the fashionable habit of 
sporting handkerchiefs on which locomo- 
tives were embroidered in esthetically 
inoffensive hues. 

Examples of the engineer’s pride in his 
craftsmanship are shown in beauti- 
fully finished and tinted drawings that 
were made before the blue print had been 
introduced. The great love the engineer 
fostered upon his work is apparent in 
the flaming fires painted in the boilers 
on railway engine designs and is summed 
up by the words which a foreman smith 
wrote beneath his drawing of a railway 
wheel: “ Making this kind of work I was 
in my Glore.” In contemplating the 
work displayed at this exhibition one 
comes to the conclusion that most artists 
were in their Glore when dealing with 
railways. 

Liverpool City Architect. 

APppLicaTions will shortly be invited 
for the appointment of City Architect 
and Director of Housing, Liverpool, at 
an annual salary of £3,000. The —— 
Architect, Sir Lancelot Keay, K.B.E., is 
due to retire in August, but will act for 
one year as consultant to the department. 


Professional Announcement. — 

Messrs. THOMPSON AND ALEXANDER, 
chartered quantity surveyors, 148-150, 
Holborn, E.C.1, will move to offices 
at 6, Cromwell-place, S.W.7, on March 18 
(tel.: Fremantle 4593), and would appre- 
ciate the receipt of post-war 
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COMING EVENTS 


Monday, March 15. 


HammMersMitrH SCHOOL OF BUILDING AND 
ARTS AND CRaAFTS.—Prize distribution and 
address by the Rt. Hon. George Tomlinson, 
M.P., Minister of Education, and exhibition 
of work. Town Hall, King-street, Hammer- 
smith. 7 p.m. , 

Timper DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION.—Tim- 
ber Brains Trust. R.1.B.A., 66, Portland- 
place, W.1. 7.30 p.m. 


Tuesday, March 16. 

THe InstiruTion OF CriviL ENGINEERS.— 
“The Reconstruction of Bamford Filters,” 
by Mr. R. W. S. Thompson, B.Sc. (Eng.). 
Great George-street, 8.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

BIRMINGHAM ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING 
Trapes Empioyers.—A.G.M. Speaker, Mr. 
F. M. Sleeman. Grand Hotel, Birmingham. 
11.30 a.m. 

Wednesday, March 17. 

THe ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED 
Surveyors.—* The 4th edition of the 
Standard Method of Measurement,” by 
Mr. E. C. Harris, F.R.I-CS. 12, Great 
George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—* The 
Planning of the U.N.O. Headquarters,” by 
Mr. G. A. Soilleux. 36, Bedford-square, 
W.C.1. 7.45 p.m. 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.— 
Special party to visit U.S:S.R. exhibition at 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS.—** Air Heaters,” by Mr. A. 
Connor Wilson, A.C.G.I., A.M.1I.Mech.E. 
The Instigfution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey’s-gate, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

Roya. Society or Arts.—** Reafforestation 
as a World Problem,” by Mr. H. D. Champion, 
C.LE., M.A. John Adam-street, W.C.2. 
2.30 p.m. 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION 
ConTRACTORS.—Luncheon following A.G.M. 
Holborn Restaurant. 12.45 p.m. 

THe ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 
ACCIDENTS.—Talk by Mr. G. P. Barnett, 
H.M. Chief Inspector of Factories. Terminal 
House, 52, Grosvenor-gardens, S.W.1. 2.30 
p.m. 

YORKSHIRE FEDERATION OF BUILDING TRADES 
EmpLoyers.—Annual dinner. Speaker, Mr. 
F. M. Sleeman. Royal Victoria Station Hotel, 
Sheffield. 7.30 p.m. 


Thursday, March 18. 

Society oF CHEMICAL INDUsTRY.—* Fire 
Research and Buildings,” by Dr. S. H. 
Clarke. Gas Industry House, 1, Grosvenor- 
place, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


Friday, March 19. 

ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL.— 
Meeting. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 

THe Royat SAniTary InstiTuTe.—Papers 
on “Public Health Planning,” by Mr. A. 
Topping, M.A., M.D., and * Reconstruction 
Planning,” by Mr. R. Nicholas, M.I.C.E., 
M.T.P.I. Town Hall, Manchester. 10 a.m. 

FEDERATION OF British INpusTRIEs.—Sir 
Edward Appleton (Nobel prizewinner for 
Physics) on “The Scientist in Industry.” 
The Royal Institution, Albemarle-street, W.1. 


4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 20. 
ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING TECHNICIANS.— 
A.G.M. London School of Hygiene 
~ Tropical Medicine, Keppel-street, W.C.1. 
p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, March 11, 1848. 


THE BuRIAL QUESTION.—The exposure 
of the vault or cellar under Enon Chapel, 
Clement's-lane, Strand, in which ‘during 
16 years some 10,000 bodies have been 
deposited, to spread disease and death 
throughout the neighbourhood, has con- 
siderably advanced the downfall of the 
revolting system of intra-mural burial. 
No one can realise, without a visit, the 
horrors of this den, over which, be it re- 
membered, numbers of persons congre- 
gated every week for divine service, 
while at another time, the chapel was 
actually converted into a “ballroom! ” ’ 


‘ 
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THE AMERICAN SCENE 


MR. HOWARD ROBERTSON’S 
ADDRESS TO R.LB.A. 


Mr. Howarp ROBERTSON, F.R.LB.A.. 
S.A.D.G., spcke on “The American 
Scene” at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects on March 9. After explain- 
ing that he would deal first with some 
impressions of the architectural scene 
and go on to describe his experiences on 
the Bbard of Design of the United 
Nations before showing some slides, Mr. 
Robertson continued :— 

My first, and strongest, impression on 
revisiting America was the relatively 
vigorous and joyful state of American 
architectural design to-day. I use the 
adjective “joyful” advisedly. For the 
leading American architects, and many of 
their clients, are remarkably free from 
design conservatism, and seem to be 
willing to try experiments in design and 
construction with an exuberant asstrance 
that comes partly from self-confidence 
and partly from economic abundance. 

An architectural experiment which 
fails in part (and few fail completely) 
can be dismissed as a mishap or as a bad 
debt. Its fate is to be pulled down and 
rebuilt on new and better lines. That 
applies most of all to commercial struc- 
tures, much less, of course, to the private 
home, scarcely at all to official buildings 
and monuments These latter are, I 
think, regarded as symbols of permanence 
in a world where so much is ephemeral. 
If that surmise is correct it would help 
to explain the restrained and often 
classic character of so many Government 
buildings in Washington and some of the 
town halls in other cities. Monuments, 
stich as the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Jefferson Memorial in Washington, are 
buildings which may disappoint many 
architects as not being contemporary in 
expression. But I think the American 
public likes them. They are calm, and 
dignified, and their severe brand of neo- 
classic is timeless in that it is already 
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dated. It is unfair to say that these de- 
signs are completely still-born. With all 
their faults, they succeed in communicat- 
ing an appropriate emotion to the com- 
~gmon man. And architecture which does 
that is far from negligible, even though 
it cannot qualify as creative in the sense 
of the highest aspirations. 


At the other end of the scale we see on 
the horizon semi-public buildings which 
are daringly experimental, such as Frank 
Lioyd Wright’s Guggenheim Gallery; but 
-quite a number of these are paid for by 
privately collected funds, and the donors 
are sometimes very willing to take a risk. 


The Maseum of Modern Art in New 
York was quite experimental in many 
ways. It broke fresh ground, and prob- 
ably paved the way for the Saarinens and 
Swanson to win the competition for the 
new Smithsonian Museum in Washington. 
with a very modern concept. It cannot 
be said that it has had any effect on the 
design for the proposed Guggenheim 
Gallery, for Wright would only acknow- 
ledge, as an influence, Louis Sullivan, who 
is now deceased. But it may conceivably 
have had some sway with Wright's 
clients. 

The Guggenheim building is familiar 
to‘us by photographs, and well illustrates 
the spirit of carefree bravura in which 
many Americans enter into a scheme for 
putting up a costly experiment. * Its de- 
pendence on ramps and some of its other 
characteristics might conceivably prove 
unsatisfactory in practice. But even if 
it costs a great deal to build and main- 
tain, and even if it cracks and leaks, the 
promoters will probably find it to be an 
investment well worth while. People will 
come from all parts of the world to look 
at it and the pictures in it. Like Wright's 
Johnson office building in Racine, it will 
have enormous publicity value. And to 
an American, publicity value is an 
asset worth paying for. But it must not 


be overlooked that Wright’s success is 
fundamentally due to the fact that he is 
an architect of outstanding genius. 
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U.N. BUILDING. One of the interim. studies, showing a scheme which con- 


cerned the site as having a forecourt character. 


This conception, in spite of 


obvious merits, was abandoned in favour of more open approaches to the site. 


I think we have architects here who 
could plan with equal boldness and even 
with equal eccentricity. I have seen 
house designs by students in which plat- 
forms of glass and concrete were hung by 
wires from a central pillar containing the 
refrigerating and heating ducts and the 
dark room. And I am credibly informed 
that the schemes are quite practicable. I 
am also sure that the results would be 
agreeably sensational, as well as highly 
instructive. But they are not likely to 
get built. 

Which brings me to an anecdote of 
American daring, this time by an archi- 
tect who had made his name, but who 
was a poor, though brilliant, student 
when he made his great experiment. This 
was to purchase, for his young wife and 
himself, an all-metal prefabricated house 
which stood on stanchions in an exhibi- 
tion and which subsequently was trans- 
ported to a charming country site. This 
house, for its day, had absolutely every- 
thing to make it qualify as modern. All 
the rooms -were upstairs; the bathrooms 
and toilets were contrived in cunning cur- 
vilinear forms in the middle of free 
spaces, where their plumbing noises 
would be uninhibited. The whole of the 
down pipes passed through the column 
supporting the living-room, and were 
acoustically strategic. The kitchen was 
full of sharp metal corners. My friend 
the architect bought this house because 
he was charmed by its astuteness, and 
seduced by that of its promoters. But 
chiefly because it had a dumb-waiter 
which came up from the kitchen and 
landed on the bedroom terrace. The 
house is still there. It wag ruinous in 
cost of erection and maintenance. It 
leaked copiously. It rusted. My friend 
no longer lives in it, but has built a real 
house next door. He has kept his pre- 
fab. as a pet, and a reminder of human 
frailty. But now he thinks to pull it 
down and sell the nuts and bolts, for 
though he has learned a great deal by 
living an experiment, he now feels that 
the day has -come’ to try his experiment- 
ing on his clients. 

[he spirit of adventure which invites 
One man to build an all-glass house in a 
walled garden, just to try it; another to 
have a house designed exclusively for a 
view or because it has no view at all; a 
third to have circular bedrooms with no 
windows because the maestro says it 


should be so: that is the spirit which 
sometimes brings out merely the impish- 
ness of the designer, but which may also 
encourage the boldest products of archi- 
tectural invention. 


The Commercial Client. 

In commercial work the American 
client is not afraid to spend. He modern- 
ises ynceasingly. He finds it pays to do 
so. I read recently of the experience of 
a chain of shops which had transformed 
some of its branches along: new lines of 
display and service to the customer. 
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These branches had increased their sales 
by 15 per cent. to 20 per cent. 

The briskness of the American tempo 
has, of course, been slowed by the after- 
math of war. Scarcities of labour and 
materials exist; prices of both are “a. 
But the standard has not noticeably de- 
clined, and there is little “ utility”’ finish 
and equipment except in low-cost hous- 
ing, and this finish would, with some 
notable exceptions, be classed here as 
comparatively luxurious. When the 
American cannot get what he wants, he 
may use a substitute. But he does not 
readily cut his basic standard. Rather 
he does without. The standard of 
American finish, as well as that of de- 
sign in general, seenis to me to remain 
very high though my experience is neces- 
sarily very limited. It is saddening to 
note the difference between that concep- 
tion of a standard and our own enforced 
poverty standards, because, through dis- 
use, we are risking to lose our craftsman- 
ship, our design faculties and our 
sense of quality. 

American costs, more than double pre- 
war, still remain something of a puzzle 
to our building economists. Special 
missions have been to the States to study 
these things. I will only make one or 
two comments from my own limited ob- 
servations, which are: that American 
costs per cubic foot appear to be about 
the same as ours, but for a much better 
finished article; that the working man 
earns about 24 times as much, that he 
works at twice the speed, and that build- 
ing contracting organisation, planning 
and equipment are on a higher plane 
than here. 


U.N. Headquarters Buildings. 

My second episode has to do with 
something not entirely American, and 
that is the genesis of the architectural 
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design for the new Headquarters Build- 
ings for the United Nations in New York. 
The history of the selection of the 
United Nations site is familiar to many. 
It culminated in the selection of a site on 
the East River in New York—over 17 
acres of land with a frontage of 1,500 
feet; six city blocks. A magnificent situ- 
ation, but a site overripe for develop- 
ment, for it housed a heterogeneous 
coliection of mediocre buildings set in 
slum-like surroundin Mr. Rockefeller 
gave it to the Uni Nations—a munifi- 
cent and public-spirited gesture. 
The choice of Mr. Wallace Harrison 
as chief architect was a natural one. He 
had already prepared schemes for this 
site and was thoroughly familiar with it. 
He is a man of wide experience and great 


capacities. And his office is one 
familiar with the New York building 
problem. : , 

Mr. Harrison’s organisation included 


provision for the services as a Board of 
Design of ten architects from various 
countries, four others as consultants, and 
three American consultants as well. All 
these architects were engaged to come 
to New York for four months, but not 
all could remain that long, including 
myszlf. We came,'and went, and re- 
turned again. The size of the board of 
experts, the speed which governed the 
production of a. scheme and estimates, 
the multiplicity of languages, the varia- 
tions of temperaments and tempers, the 
inevitable clashes of opinion, were 
enough to daunt the stoutest. But Mr. 
Harrison survived it all. And if his ex- 
perts agreed on one thing without dis- 
sension, it was in admiring his patience 
and diplomacy. The first published 
sketches produced an outcry in one of 
the biggest New York newspapers, led, 
1 am sorry to say, by some of our 
American professional colleagues. It is 
obviously impossible to please everybody, 
and quite clearly a number of people 
were ardently hoping for a building with 
a dome or at least a building which 
would be a “flop.” Instead, they got a 
skyscraper, and what some people de 
scribed as a train of freight cars. Con- 
sternation was reported as general, but 
then it- was also the case when the de- 
signs for Rockefeller Centre appeared. 
And now the Centre is recognised as one 
of the magnificent sights of New York. 
Mr. Harrison has described the buildings 
as first and foremost a “ workshop for 
the United Nations.” I think that is fair 
comment. The plan’s complexities are 
very great, and there is no exact pre- 
cedent for such a scheme; and having 
been a modest worker on it I can only 
say that a scheme costing some 15 million 
pounds on a 17-acre site is a big one to 
evolve in such a limited time and under 
such conditions. Anyone who looks 
dispassionately at the 
question will, I think, agree that extreme 
urgency in getting the actual building 
started is fully justified. 

The Board of Design had at its dis- 
posal model makers, draughtsmen, and 
the inestimable services of Mr. H 
Ferris, an artist of outstanding ability 
who can pump perspective poetry into 
the most unpromising composition, 
merely by looking at it from the one pre- 
cisely favourable point of view. I some- 
times feel that the best way to utilise Mr. 
Ferris’s talents would be to toss him 
over the plans, go to bed, and turn up 
next morning to find the design all done. 
He is the perfect automatic pilot. “Let 
Hugh do it.” 


Criticisms of Schemes. 


The method of working was for all 
members of the Board to get out 
4 


~ quite a_ kaleidoscope. 


international. 
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schemes, and then to criticise them as a 
Committee. Some 50 sketch plans were 
produced; and the final one came out as 
a sort of synthesis of all the good points. 
A report was produced and printed, and 
the plans have been unanimously 
approved by the General Assembly. The 
situation is that Congress is probably 
going to sanction an interest-free loan of 
some 65 million dollars to build the first 
section, which will include most of the 
works except the Special Agencies or 
Delegations building at the north end of 
the site. The final shape of the design 
and its exterior treatment is a matter 
chiefly for Mr. Wallace Harrison and his 
associates; he has in Ralph Walker, 
Louis Skidmore and Gilmore Clark con- 
sulting engineers and architects who are 
of the first rank; but for the moment the 
International Board of Design has 
finished its work, and the responsibilities 
are wholly American. 


The scheme is not perfect. The site 
itself proved difficult, being so long and 
narrow. And there are many critics of 
the design, including Mr. Lewis Mum- 
ford, who has set out his views in the 
ag of the New Yorker. Just to show 

ow the critics vary, 1 will quote two of 
them: Henry Wright, Managing Editor 
of the Architectural Forum, calls the 
scheme “a oueeeny workmanlike job.” 
Frank Lloyd Wright calls the design “a 
super-crate, to ship a fiasco to hell.” - 


The American Background. 


It is a far step from the gigantic United 
Nations scheme to the trivia which help 
to make up the background of the 
American scene; but there is a great deal 
to be learned from some of the detail of 
American custom, and I hope I may be 
excused for recording some minor im- 
pressions which, however slightly related 
to architecture, are indicative of trends. 


First, there is the growing taste for 
colour. It crops out boldly in the bodies 
and upholstery of motor cars: A New 
York car-park, viewed from above, is 
Colour also 
appears seasonably in men’s clothing. In 
the Spring and summer the male becomes 
a regular peacock. At night the shop 
windows in the big cities are handsomely 
and skilfully illuminated. They often 
leave the lights on all night—a sight 
which would be extremely painful to any 
sensitive official of Fuel and Power. Out- 
side the big towns are scores of service 
stations and roadside cafés which also 
burn their lights, and many of them 
~ provide an all-night meals service as 
well. 


We have nothing like these roadside 
cafés here, nor have we a real equiva- 
lent of the tourist cabin, with room and 
bath and carport, where the motorist can 
stop at low rates and be assured of 
warmth, a bath and sometimes also food. 
The bigger cabins have a restaurant or 
buffet; the others are generally handy 
to such facilities. The American likes 
this free and easy accommodation; he 
has no tips to pay, and much lower room 
rates, and he can stop along the high- 
way, free from the turmoil of the city. 


_ In the hotels proper, great importance 
is attached to room service, which is 
generally efficient and sometimes offers 
the same menu at the same price as the 
dining-room. The feature here is the hot 
cupboards which are attached to the 
underside of trolley or table. The food 
stays warm to the last minute, and the 
table, with its folding flaps, is easily 
handled by the waiter. A feature of 
hotel, café and roadside cabin equip- 
ment is the use of standard measures and 
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sizes for crockery, glassware, etc. What 
ever the design, the size seems to be the 
same. This cuts down cost and makes 
for easy replacement. 


A feature of American big-scale plan- 
ning which strikes all visitors is the park- 
ways and highways between big towns. 
A few points are worth observing. One 
is the provision of a _ verge, not 
macadamised, on each side of the high- 
way. Any motorist who needs to stop 
for repairs pulls off on to this, so the 
rest of the traffic can flow on. . Another 

int is that in places which rank as 

auty spots the car-parks are all 
arranged under trees or in clearings sur- 
rounded by trees. Thus they are out of 
sight, or inoffensive. 


The Railway Stations. 


The public in certain cases .is well 
looked after, but there are gaps; the re- 
nowned infrequency of public conveni- 
ences for one. On the other hand, the 
big railway stations maintain their extra- 
ordinary standard of comfort, cleanliness 
and convenience. A small detail noticed 
at the Pennsylvania Station in New York 
is the provision of travellers’ lockers, 
which open, and provide a key, in re- 
turn for 10 cents in the slot. You can 
leave things there all day, and pick them 
up in the evening (unless you have lost 
the key). 


More significant in the national life 
than these gadget facilities is the increas- 
ing provision for public enjoyment and 
récreation. There are a number of pub- 
lic clubs, open to all, for golf, tennis, 
and even polo, with very modest 
charges. The same applies to such muni- 
cipal enterprises as the vast Jones Beach. 
near New York. This admirable stretch 
of sands is beautifully kept. No ball 
games or dogs are allowed on it, and the 
sands are scoured by attendants every 
day in the season, so the beach is 
always clean. There are no houses; this 
is just a pleasure beach, and in the sum- 
mer it is everyman’s paradise. 


In conclusion, I must state my disagree- 
ment with some recent travellers who 
have criticised the poor finish of furni- 
ture, equipment and building in the 
States, and concluded that we had little 
or nothing to learn in those directions or 
from American organisation. My im- 
pression is quite otherwise, though this 
may be due to a different field of experi- 
ence. As I have already said, I have 
found that the American standard of 
finish, and of building generally, is in the 
main superior to the run of our work, 
except the most expensive and exclusive. 
I think we are losing our tradition of fine 
craftsmanship and conscientious work. 
And while that may be happening 
momentarily in America, there is the 
attraction of high wages, and possibilities 
of advancement, which create a competi 
tive and eager spirit and the determina- 
tion to improve. 


I have not come to the Royal Institute 
platform to boost the U.S.A. I have 
merely tried to give you my genuine im- 
pressions of some of the good things for 
what they are worth. I would sum them 
up by saying that I feel that American 
architecture is well on the up-grade. 
There is a great deal to criticise, but far 
more to praise, ang many architectural 
lessons to be learned from this country © 
individual enterprise. 


A vote of thanks was proposed to Mr- 
Robertson by Mr. G. A. Som eux, Aus: 
tralian representative on the United 


Nations Design Panel, and seconded by 
Mr. A. R. F. ANDERSON, F.R.1.B.A. 
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HOUSING SCHEME, 
WOODLEY, near 
READING 


For Miles Aircraft Housing 
Association 
ARCON, ARCHITECTS. 


THE MiLes AIRCRAFT COMPANY'S 
works are at Reading Aerodrome in 
the rural district of Woodley, about 
five miles outside Reading. The 
factory employs some 6,000 employees 
when working to full capacity, but 
housing in the immediate locality is 
utterly inadequate and, consequently, 
large numbers of workers have to 
come by bus, coach and cycle from 
Reading to the works. In order to 
combat this situation, the Miles Air- 
craft Housing Association was formed 
in the autumn of 1946. The next 
step was to approach the local 
authority with regard to their col- 
laboration in the acquisition of suit- 


able land in the vicinity of the aero- 


drome and, as soon as this had been 
arranged, the architects were in- 
structed to proceed with the prepara- 
tion of plans. 

The guiding, principles to be ob- 
served by the architects were stated 
as follows :— 

(a) The ultimate estate was to con- 
sist of 200 families, but immediate 
requirements were for 70 families to 
be accommodated partly in flats and 
partly in houses. 

(b) The estate was to be developed 
on the basis of a community drawn 
from varying income groups and pro- 
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The site plan. 


vision was to be made for single 
people, young married couples and 
or small and large families, 

(c) A community centre and out- 
door sports facilities were to be pro- 
vided for adults and ample space was 
to be allowed for children to play. 

(d) Development was to be “ open,” 
and the atmosphere to be aimed at 
was that of the old village green. 

From the plans it can be seen that 






LAYOUT of portion of site selected for initial development. 


a few detached four-bedroom houses 
have been planned, a few two-bed- 
room bungalows, and the remainder 
of the houses are either terrace or 
semi-detached three-bedroom . 
The flats are in three-storey blocks 
with family flats on the ground and 
first floors and single people’s flats 
on the top floors. Provision has been 
made in the flats for pram and cycle 
storage facilities for each block, for 
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a hoist for dustbins, etc.. and for 
balcony access on top floors, 

The economics ot a district heat- 
ing scheme for the whole estate were 
investigated, but the opinion was 
formed that this would not be feasible 
until the whole estate had been de- 
veloped. Normal central heating has 
been provided in the three-storey 
flats and sufficient space allowed in 
the boiler house for the installation 
of the necessary equipment for a full 
district heating scheme for the com- 
plete estate if this is later found 
desirable. 

While the layout is of fairly in- 
formal nature, with the road and 
houses approximately following the 
run of the contours, a slight simi- 
larity to the old English village green 
has been obtained without any undue 
forcing. 
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Model of first section, from N.W. Below : Detailed layout of flats, showing variation on ground floor. 
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The Open Air Theatre. 
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SPORTS AND CAMPING CENTRE 


AT GRANGE FARM, CHIGWELL, ESSEX 
KENNETH LINDY, JOSEPH HILL AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


THe GRANGE FARM SPORTS AND 
Camping Centre is the first develop- 
ment of its kind in the Home Coun- 
ties. Sponsored and largely financed 
by the City Parochial Charities 
Foundation, the Centre will provide 
sports and camping facilities for mem- 
bers of recognised youth organisations 
from a wide area, but is primarily 


intended to provide opportunity for 


healthy recreations for young people 
of the London area—the East End in 
particular. 

The scheme was first contemplated 


in 1939 when a_ small - temporary 
scheme was constructed. Since then, 
throughout the war, the camp _ has, 
even in this early stage of develop- 


ment, entertained many hundreds of 
young people each year and the cost 
has been borne by the Foundation. 
It is now hoped that the first stage 
of the permanent development will 
commence within a few weeks. This 
will consist of the whole of the sports 
layout, and, it is hoped, full dressing 
and ablution accommodation. The 
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The Swimming Pool. 
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London County Council, the Essex 
County .Council and the Ministry of 
Education are making capital and main- 
tenance grants to assist the City Parochial 
Charities Foundation to further this im- 
portant work. 

A fundamental point to be remembered 
in connection with this scheme is the 
recognition that youth does not end with 
single life; it is for this reason that more 
than a quarter of the ultimate hutted 
camp accommodation will be for families 
where parents, who still retain member- 
ship of approved organisations, can bring 
their children. 

The contracts for this initial stage will 
be nearly £30,000. The contractors who 
submitted the lowest tender, Messrs. W. 
and C. French, are already occupied on 
near-by housing sites with all necessary 
plant so that this project can be executed 
with a minimum of effort upon national 
resources. 

Referring to the plan, the whole of the 
sports layout from the bowling green to 
the football pitches is now contemplated, 
excluding the pavilion but including the 
dressing-rooms and lavatories, on the 
right-hand side of the central roadway. 
Ultimately this dressing and lavatory unit 
will also serve the swimming-pool (sug- 
gested as the gift of the King George 
Jubilee Trust), but this latter amenity can- 
not yet be built. 

The ultimate proposal, as shown upon 
the plan and estimated to cost £150,000, 
provides a hutted camp for 400 persons, 
with a Camp Centre, which will house a 
restaurant, recreation hall, quiet rooms 
and administration accommodation. 

The Camp Centre is adjacent to the 
pool and is flanked by a chapel on one 
side and an open-air theatre on the other. 
The chapel is so planned that the sides 
can slide back in leaves to throw it o 
to an enclosed garden on each side. 

¢open-air theatre has an enclosed and 

covered stage to permit full theatrical 
production and is designed to seat 800 
persons. 

Below the games pitches on the left of 
the central road is space for a canvas 
camp for about 200 persons. The nucleus 
of this site is a communal ablution, 
lavatory and kitchen block. 

This canvas camp, together with 
groundsmen’s houses and a first-aid and 
isolation unit, completes the camp proper. 
Lower, towards the River Roding, a wide 
area is retained for cultivation and walks. 
This is called the rural zone. 

At the road frontage is a small control 
office, car-park and assembly hall. The 
hall is planned to seat 400, with full stage 
facilities. It is placed close to the road 
so that it can be used for local social 
purposes as well as for camp programmes 
without outsiders penetrating the camp. 
The existing farmhouse will be the 
warden’s residence. 

The scheme falls into two portions, the 
public zone near the road being separated 
by a distinct bottleneck from the re- 
mainder. This bottleneck has been used 
as a point of punctuation in architectural 
design. The public zone is very much a 
part of the main road, and has as its 
neighbours period houses of excellent 
character. It was therefore felt that 
although the néw_ buildings should be 
fresh in treatment, as becomes their pur- 
pose, they should not contrast too strongly 
with the character of the road. Pitched 
roofs and generally conventional forms 
have therefore been used. Beyond the 
bottleneck, where there are no existing 
standards to respect, the treatment is 
changed to a restrained “ holiday camp” 
character. 

The total area of the scheme, including 
the rural zone, is approximately 110 acres. 
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THE IDEAL HOME 
EXHIBITION 


URBAN AND RURAL HOMES 


A visitor to the Ideal Home Exhibi- 
tion now open at Olympia will be left 
in no doubt as to the subject currently 
uppermost in people’s minds. Through- 
out each day long queues file through 
the houses forming the village laid out 
just inside the Hammersmith-road 
entrance. 


The Ministry of Health, in presenting 
this exhibit, have chosen the types of 
dwellings to give representative examples 
ef post-war rural and urban housing. In 
the former category are the Airey house, 
which is now being provided for agricul- 
tural workers in increasing numbers, and 
a pair of Cornish Unit houses, with their 
charming mansard roofs and gleaming 
external walls made from china clay 
residue. Town houses include a terrace 
of three brick-built houses of traditional 
design. They are replicas of the type 
designed by C. Cowles-Voysey, F.R.1.B.A., 
for the Worthing Town Council (illustrated 
in The Builder, August 1, 1947). Buff- 
coloured .bricks contrast pleasingly with 
roofs of asbestos sheeting painted black. 


The aluminium two-storey house (see 
this page) is also for town-dwellers, and 
its presence at Olympia represents its 
first appearance before the public. Pro- 
duction of this type of house has yet to 
start and depends upon the output of 
steel and aluminium. 


This two-storey permanent house is 
factory made and designed for transporta- 
tion in sections from the factory to the 
site where it is assembled ready for occu- 
pation. It is only in the experimental 
stage, but it opens up further possibilities 
for large-scale prefabrication. The house 
is for use in pairs or in terraces of four 
or more houses and is designed and pro- 
duced by Messrs. A. W. Hawksley, Ltd. 


The spaciousness of this part of the 
Exhibition sets a fine standard for the 
rest, and Douglas L. Dick, F.R.I.B.A., 
the architect responsible for the layout 
and general design, is to be congratu- 
lated on the general effect. By the 
judicious use of a semi-transparent pale- 
blue material a large part of the arched 
roof of the Grand Hall has been made 
to form part of the Exhibition itself, 
while red heraldic banners hanging from 
the roof at the western end of the Hall 
Present a gay appearance to the visitor 
entering from Addison-road. 


From the Gallery the stands possess 
a quality of neatness that has been 
lamentably absent from many such 
enterprises in recent years. The roof or 
ceiling of every stand consists of a sheet 
of white material over which, 6 in: or so 
higher, a wide mesh of white tapes is 
drawn in squares. Although this seems 
to ‘stress the temporary nature of the 
structures, the general orderliness of the 
scene is well in keeping with such an 
event as the Ideal Home Exhibition. 


What of* the stands themselves? The 
designs of some are disappointingly lack- 
ing in imagination, but there are notable 
exceptions. That of Arthur Sanderson 
and Sons, Ltd., displaying wallpapers 
and fabrics, is so laid out as to invite 
the visitor to walk “through” it and 
inspect the goods displayed on the walls. 
Another stand possessing more than pass- 
ing charm is that of Ascot Gas Water 
Heaters, Ltd., which incorporates an 
ingenious use of bamboo canes to form 
screens; fair hewn blocks of Portland 
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The two-storey aluminium house. 


stone give a realistic touch to a foun- 
tain display. A colourful effect is pro- 
duced by two life-size puppets in Eastern 
costume; by means of a_ simple 
mechanism the puppets pour tea made 
from the hot water supplied by an Ascot 
heater. ‘ 

A timely reminder of the national 
economic situation is provided by the 
Board of Trade exhibit— The House 
Which Imports Built "—fully furnished 
interiors indicating how much we depend 
on imports for essentials in homes. 

Those who look with longing eyes on 
furniture and fabrics cannot fail to find 
consolation in the “gardens of music.” 
Seventeen gardens, formal and land- 
scape, are laid out, and the features in- 
clude walls of Cotswold stone dis 
mantled and brought from their original 
gardens to Olympia, where they were re- 
erected by men’ who are studying the 
dying craft of traditional stone-wall con- 
struction. : 


EXTERNAL RENDERING 


The properties, composition and appli- 
cation of external renderings are dis- 
cussed in detail in an informative booklet 
recently issued by the Cement and Con- 
crete Association. 52. Grosvenor-gardens, 
S.W.1. Entitled “External Rendering,” 
it contains a number of large-scale illus- 
trations showing methods of application, 
the kinds of tools used and means by 
which they are employed. The text, 
which is based upon a study of the pro- 
perties and behaviour of externa! render- 


ings, including a survey of continental 
practice, establishes the following con- 
clusions: Defects in rendering are often 
due to the alsence or inadequacy 

damp-courses, copings, cills, drip-grooves 
or flashings; rough textures weather 
more uniformly and are more free from 
visible defects than smooth textures: 
strong dense mixes of cement and sand 
have little to commend them except, for 
example, when applied for the purpose of 
water-proofing basements. The booklet 
discusses the type of cement recom- 
mended for external renderings and 
stresses the importance of adequate pre- 
paration of the surface to be rendered in 
order to provide an efficient and satis- 
factory key: for instance, where the mor- 
tar in the joints of old brickwork has be- 
come soft the joints should be raked out 
to a depth of approximately 4 in. and 
the whole surface thoroughly cleaned be- 
fore the rendering is applied. Mixes and 
mixing are also dealt with and a useful 
table provides particulars of alternative 
mixes. Although the craft of rendering 
is based on the experience of centuries, 
improvements in technique and work- 
manship are still possible, and the book- 
let_is recommended to students of build- 
ing and others interested in the subject. 
" > Homann in Gas Works,” another 
publication recently prepared by the As- 
sociation, traces the process of gas manu- 
facture from the supply of coal to the 
wharfside to the gas stored in the gas- 
holder, and 50 illustrations are given of 
the concrete structures allied to each suc- 
ceeding process in the operation. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


[Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of intercat te our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as bricfiy 
as possible. 


National Amenities Council. 
To THe Epritor or The Builder. 


Sirn,—In The Times of May 13, 1946, 
there appeared a letter from the late 
Professor Sir Charles Reilly advocating 
the formation of a society described as a 
National Amenities Council. It was ex- 
plained that one of the objects of the new 
organisation was to bring together archi- 
tects, engineers, members of the medical 

ession and scientists on equal terms 
or the purpose of considering every 
human need and every form of amenity 
essential to promote health and mental 
efficiency in connection with building 
development. Further particulars subse- 
uently appeared in The Builder, 
Kithough circumstances entirely beyond 
human control prevented Sir Charles 
from initiating an active campaign, as he 
would have wished, a very considerable 
amount of useful work was done by 
developing the original ideas and by 
considering the application of the prin- 
ciples involved to a variety of practical 
problems. 

It would, I feel, be a great satisfaction 
to Sir Charles if he could realise that it 
has already been made clear to me that 
those who supported him in his endeavour 
to carry this scheme to fruition are in no 
mood to allow his pioneer work to pass 
into oblivion. The appreciation of his 
remarkable foresight has not been as 
transient as that. The work of the 
National Amenities Council is, I am 
assured, to be resumed, and I am desired 
to invite all who are interested to com- 
municate with me in order that some 
steps may be taken without delay with a 
view to carrying on the work that he so 
courageously initiated. 

JOHN SWARBRICK, 
Hon. Secretary (pro tem.). 
3, North, King’s Bench-walk, 
Temple, E.C.4. 


S.M.M.: Fourth Edition. 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


Sir,—It is to be hoped that Mr. Spencer 
allows others the same liberty of action 
he cherishes for himself. 

Assuming his clients, who reimburse 
him, are agreeable to his contracting out 
of the R.I.B.A. Contract, which requires 
Bills of Quantities to be prepared in 
accordance with the principles of the 
Standard Method of Measurement, there 
is another party to the contract, the 
builder, who should also be considered 
before any condition is amended. 

K. A. Perrin, A.R.I.C.S., A.LA.S. 

Sicilian House, W.C.1. 


Concrete Houses. 
To THE Eprtor oF The Builder. 


Sin,—May I congratulate the Mel- 
bourne contractor who is building houses 
by casting complete walls and erecting 
them by crane, as described by your 
correspondent W. P: Brown in your 
February 27 issue. 

There is no doubt that this is a logical, 
straightforward and comparatively simple 
development in construction technique. 
It is equally applicable to factory or site 
fabrication, and the same equipment can 
be used for any plan. As for costs, it is 
estimated that a saving of about 15 per 
cent. will be made on the structural cost. 

It may be worth recording that a 
scheme exactly similar to that described 
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by W. P. Brown, with the addition of 
cast first floor and roof, was submitted 
to the Ministry of Works in February, 
1946, but was turned down. An effort 
to get plans passed by a neighbouring 
local authority for two site-fabricated 
houses fell through after six months’ 
negotiations because they insisted that 
reinforced concrete external walls must be 
“Sf 9 in. solid thickness! ” 
W. E. WOLLEDGE. 
Herne Bay, Kent. 


BOOK REVIEW 


PLANNING AND CONSTRUCTION, 1948. 
Edited by F. J. Osborn. (Todd Refer- 
ence, Books, Ltd.) Price 25s. net. 


Tue bulk of this fifth edition of the 
planners’ reference book is a compre- 
hensive encyclopedia in which may be 
found valuable information of a wide 
range in the field of planning. Apart 
from directories and statements of 
Government and public bodies and pri- 
vate organisations, there is a list of ad- 
vanced plans already made in many 
areas, a “Who's Who in Planning and 
Construction” and a summary of de- 
velopments of legislation affecting plan- 
ning. 

This volume of information is prefaced 
by an article on the merits of de- 
centralisation by Professor W. G. Hol- 
ford, A.R.LB.A., M.T.P.I. Professor 
Holford emphasisés the difficulties in- 
volved in distribution of both the indus- 
trial and the black-coated population. 
The prevalent tendency on the part of 
workers to put choice of type of work 
before wages is seriously affecting distri- 
bution. Decentralisation of those of 
London’s half-million clerical and ad- 
ministrative workers employed in national 
Government service also offers problems, 
for unless ladders of opportunity are 
provided in each reception area, enter- 
prising individuals will not wish to be 
moved. 

Professor Holford considers that 
planners have under-rated the attractions 
of existing centres and have assumed that 
the crowd will follow them “to the 
extent of losing its herd instinct and de- 
valuating these Metropolitan pleasures.” 
He maintains that dispersal can only be 
economically possible on two conditions : 
first, that it is accompanied by wide- 
spread reorganisation, and second, that 
it is based not on the drastic reduction 
of all large towns, but on the building up 
of socially balanced communities through- 
out the country. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


THE Four Routes. By Le Corbusier. 
(London: Dennis Dobson, Ltd.) Price 
15s. net. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING LAW. 
By J. Kekwick and R. S. W. Pollard. 
(London: Stevens & Sons, Ltd.) Price 4s. 
net. 

BUILDERS’ ACCOUNTS AND OFFICE 
SUPERVISION. By Hardy Keen. (Surrey: 
The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 5s. net. 

PRevVATE COMPANIES. By J. Charles- 
worth. (London: Stevens and Sons, Ltd.) 
Price 3s. 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. By J. P. C, 
Bowden and E. G. Bartle. (London: Sir 
Isaag Pitman and Sons, Ltd.) Price 6s. 

THE Concise MunicipaL DirREcCTORY 
AND Buyers’ GuipE. (London: The 
Sanitary Publishing Co., Ltd.) 

ARCHITECTS YEAR Book II. (London: 
Paul Elek Publishers. Ltd.) Price 35s. 
net. 

PAINTING AND DECORATING. By J. P. 
Parry. (London: Crosby Lockwood and 
Son, Ltd.) Price Ss. net. 
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PLANNING IN{ FRANCE 
SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


IN spite of the superiority of French 
design, the whole climate of French 
politics is inimical to the carrying 
through of plans. This belief was ex- 
pressed by MR. WILLIAM TATTON-BRown. 
M.A., A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.L, when 
speaking on “ Planning Developments in 
France ” at the Town and Country Plan- 
ning Association, 28, K ing-street, W.C.2. 
recently. 

Following are some extracts from his 
remarks : — 

War damage in France was caused 
more often by shell fire or pattern bomb- 
ing than by incendiaries or “ doodle- 
bugs,” with the result that damage in 
French towns tends to be concentrated 
rather than sporadic. This has important 
planning repercussions. 

What were the steps, legislative and 
administrative, that were taken to meet 
this situation? It was not until 1943 
that plans became statutory and town 
planning consent had to be obtained for 
private building. In 1945 the need to 
obtain consents was extended to govern- 
ment departments and public utilities, 
which had hitherto been exempt. The 
Organisation set-up consists essentially 
of a .Ministry of Reconstruction and 
Town Planning, advised by central and 
regional advisory committees. Its func- 
tions are exercised by a director general 
of town planring, a college of tech- 
nicians, and a corps of regional inspec- 
tors. Schemes are prepared in two stages. 
At the sketch plan stage they are sub- 
mitted to the municipal council, a com- 
mittee composed of local and central 
government officers, representatives of the 
public utilities and of those whose pro- 
perty has been destroyed, and to the 
prefect of the department in the case 
of small towns and the minister in the 
case of downs of over 10,000 population. 
After approval at this stage, the final 
scheme is prepared. There is a public 
inquiry and examination by a number of 
committees. The scheme is eventually 
— and adopted and then becomes 
aw. 

Now let us look at some of these pro- 
jects. We can distinguish three main 
schools of planning: The traditional, 
the revolutionary and the progressive. 
An example of the first is Auguste 
Perret’s plan for Le Havre. The old dia- 
gonal avenue is retained and extended. 
while other avenues and places are 
opened up and made more monumental. 
The whole scheme is worked out in 
very great detail on a module of 6 m. 
24 cms. All dimensions are multiples 
of 6 m. 24 cms. An interesting point 
about the plan is that whole road Jevels 
have been raised 1.45 metres above the 
existing ground level. In Le Havre the 
water table is only about 80 cms. below 
the ground, and in order to avoid flooded 
basements Perret raises his street level! 
and so finds room for all his services in 
continuous galleries underneath the pave- 
ment. We may criticise this plan for 
‘ts obvious defects of road pattern, in- 
volving a traffic intersection every 100 m.. 
and also for its mixture of shops and 
flats, but we must admire his solution for 
the services and his attempt to solve the 
esthetic problem of architectural har- 
mony in terms of a space lattice, built up 
of 6 m. 24 cms. in plan and elevation. 
to which every design must conform. 

Le Corbusier, the revolutionary, has 
produced a plan for St. Die, a small town 
in which 10,000 people have to be re- 
housed. Fast local and pedestrian traffic 
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is clearly separated and provided for. 
The town centre is grouped around a 
single square, with all the offices concen- 
trated in one building. On the opposite 
bank of the river is the industrial zone, 
linked by a troad pedestrian bridge which 
itself connects with a swimming pool 
built in the middle of the river. The 
residential area consists of a vertical and 
a horizontal garden city with multi-storey 
blocks of flats near the centre and indi- 
vidual houses stretching up the valley. 
The whole plan is complete with schools 
and social equipment, and is capable of 
extension, 

The third group I have called “ pro- 
gressive ” because they retain the classic 
balance of form and vista of traditional 
French planning, while providing con- 
temporary solutions for the traffic problem 
and estate development. In his plan for 
Sotteville les Roueu, Lods retains the in- 
dustrial area almost intact, and allows 
factory owners to go ahead with immedi- 
ate reconstruction. The residential area 
is redesigned as a traffic-free island of 
820 flats, complete with playing fields 
and social equipment. 

What about the progress of these 
schemes? It is clear that no great strides 
in the execution of plans can be made 
until the political and economic situation 
has clarified. French legislation is in- 
effective. The individual planner ap- 
pointed by a Minister from outside is 
likely to be in a less strong position than 
the local authority in this country, with 
its considerable degree of autonomy. In 
my opinion, we are more likely to see 
our projects realised. The French are 
still in the era of planning propaganda, 
whereas we are entering on that of plan- 
ning practice. 


THE REBUILDING OF 


FRENCH BRIDGES 
By B. S. Townroe, Hon. A.R.1.B.A. 


[NX spite of strikes and political alarms 

" and excursions, the rebuilding of 
France continues steadily. According to 
the latest reports, there has been special 
success in the rebuilding of communica- 
tions, which had suffered so badly from 
Allied bombing. . 

Some 4,800 temporary bridges have 
been completed at a cost of four milliard 
francs, but the permanent rebuilding of 
all the 7,528 structures destroyed, at the 
present high cost of labour and materials, 
will cost, according to present estimates, 
at least one hundred milliard francs. A_ 
six-year programme has been officially 
approved, and it is hoped that conditions 
during 1948 will make it possible to 
accelerate the present schemes. 

One of the greatest difficulties is that 
of obtaining materials. The bridges will 
require 450,000 tons of steel and over 
1,000,000 tons of cement, Unless more 
British coal is expdérted to France steel 
works will slow down. Nevertheless, in 
spite of shortage of coke and coal during 
1947, French steel works produced an 
average of well over half a million tons 
a-month, showing a very marked increase 
as compared with 1946, and the target 
for 1947 was almost reached. The pro- 
duction of cement has been disappoint-. 
ing owing to the lack of coal, but the 
acquisition of timber required for bridges 
is, Of course, an easier, problem to solve. 

There is also a very large scheme now 
in Operation for improving all the roads 
of France. Already the great inter- 
national routes from Paris to Strasbourg, 
Lyons, Bordeaux and Calais have been 
dealt with, and better access to the in- 
dustrial parts is being opened up. 
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HOUSING IN SOUTH 


AUSTRALIA 
PROGRESS IN THE LAST DECADE 
By H. C. Hogben, A.U.A. (Com.), 
F.C.LS. 


MPHE South Australian Housing Trust 
was the outcome of unofficial re- 

search into the housing problem during 

post-depression years 1934-36. 

That research revealed that there was no 
unitary solution of the housing problem, 
and a three-point programme was decided 
upon: 1, Construction of low-cost houses 
for letting; 2, Remedial action dealing 
with substandard houses; 3, Easier terms 
of finance for prospective home-owners. 
The programme became. embodied in 
three Acts of the State Parliament: 1936, 
the South Australian Housing Trust 
Act; 1940, the Housing Improvement 
Act; 1941, the Homes Act. Because of 
the economic circumstances of that time 
(1934) it was decided to proceed first 
with the construction of low-cost houses 
for- letting to tenants within the lower 
income groups. 

The South Australian Housing Trust 
Act of 1936 embodied recommendations 
of a novel character. No house was to 
cost more than £A450, including land, 
architect’s fees, sewerage, fencing,’ and 
all other charges. Rent was not to ex- 
weed 12s. 6d. per week (the daily living 
wage was then I1s.), and a family income 
limit was. fixed to determine eligibility. 
This last-mentioned provision was to en- 
sure that the people for whom the homes 


were 


down in the 1936 Act. The a all- 
inclusive cost of -the first 1100 houses 
built was £A465. Owing to more gener- 
ous designing, higher cost of labour and 
materials, and lower labour output, costs 
are now much higher, and the economic 


built of brick is 21s. 6d. per week. The 
daily living wage has advanced to 17s. 8d. 


Double-Unit Type Dwellings. 

From the inception of its construction 
programme in 1937 the Trust adopted the 
double-unit type of dwellings for letting, 
and all the houses built or contracted for 
in the Metropolitan area and in the 
larger country towns where houses for 
rental are needed are of the double-unit 
type. The standard rental unit now con- 
sists of five rooms (three bedrooms), but 
a proportion of four-room houses (two 
bedrooms) are provided, and a smaller 
number are of six rooms (four bedrooms) 
for large families, and three rooms for 
childless couples. 

Before the establishment of the South 
Australian Housing Trust the architect 
was conspicuously absent from dwelling 
construction up to a unit value of, at 
least, £A1,500. Mass production of 
homes for workmen enabled this to be 
remedied. Every-home built for the 





. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF BOURNEMOUTH PIER.—In the early part 
of the war it was considered that the seaside piers of Britain’s holiday resorts 
on the south and east*coasts could well be used by the enemy as a means of 
effecting a landing. Consequently, a large number of the piers were virtually 
destroyed, amongst them being Bournemouth Pier. Reconstruction work at 
Bournemouth has progressed as rapidly as the present economic iti 
have permitted and provides another interesting example of the use of pre- 


cast concrete units in place of the traditional timber. The photograph 


shows 


buff and red vibrated precast concrete slabs, measuring 5 ft. by 1 ft. 3 in., 


which have been laid to form the new deck. 


The work is being carried out 


by John Mowlem and Co., Ltd., under the direction of the Borough Engineer 
and Surveyor of Bournemouth, Mr. W. L. Clowes, M.I.Mun.E. The Con- 
sulting Engineer to the Corporation is Mr. E. Latham, M.LC.E. Considere 


Constructions, Ltd., design 


ed the precast units which were manufactured by 
Girlings’ Ferro-Concrete Co., Ltd. 
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South Australian Housing Trust has been 
designed and construction supervised by 
an architect. In consequence stan- 
dard of construction has been uniformly 
good. Imagination, enthusiasm and in- 
genuity of architect and _ contractor, 
combined with the skill of the building 
operatives, resulted in the production of 
comfortable cottages with all médern 
conveniences at a cost considered by 
those with experience in the building in- 
dustry to be impossible. 

Up to 1944 the South Australian Hous- 
ing Trust let contracts only for houses to 
be rented. Large contracts for single 
unit houses for sale have since then been 
arranged. More than seventy per cent. 
of houses both for sale and for letting 
are allotted to returned servicemen. 

The South Australian Housing 
Improvement Act of 1940 is primarily 
concerned with remedying substandard 
housing conditions. It followed a sur- 
vey of substandard housing in South 
Australia carried out by the Building Act 
Inquiry Committee in 1939-40. The 
Housing Improvement Act provides for 
slum clearance, including the demolition 
or repair of substandard houses, the re- 
housing of dispossessed inhabitants, and 
the replanning of slum areas. 

Easier terms of finance for prospective 
home-owners is the purpose of the Homes 
Act of 1941. The principle—Govern- 
ment guarantee of advances—was not 
new. The Act provides for a limited 
Government guarantee—that part of an 
advance by certain financial institutions 
which exceeds 70 per cent., but does not 
exceed 90 per cent. of valuation. 

Three organisations have operated 
under this Act: the Savings Bank of 
South Australia, the Superannuation 
Fund Board of South Australia; the 
Co-operative Building Society of South 
Australia. A novel feature of the Act 
1S a guarantee commission which is paid 
quarterly to the Treasury by lending 
institutions. 


Operations Under Homes Act. 


_ At the middle of August, 1947, opera- 

tions under the Homes Act aggregated 
3,230 applications; property values 
£A3,119,000; government guarantees 
£A529,540; guaranteed fund £A6,651. 
Maximum advance in the 1941 Act was 
£A1,000. This has since been raised to 
£A1,250. The objects sought by this 
legislation were smaller deposits made 
possible by advances up to 90 per cent. 
of valuation and longer terms—up to 
30 years—so that reduced periodical pay- 
ments to about 2s. 3d. per week for each 
£A100 of advance becomes sufficient to 
meet interest and instalments of principal 
instead of 4s. per week for ouch £A100 
of advance as was customary. Opera- 
tions under this Act are not conducted by 
the State Housing Authority. 

The South Australian Housing Trust 
has been recently arranging the construc- 
tion of about one-third of the total dwell- 
ing construction in the State. Private 
builders and other institutions handle the 
other two-thirds. 

A State Authority has been set up 
which controls the issue of major build- 
ing materials and grants permits to build. 
The Director is assisted by an Advisory 
Committee, to which applications for 
Permits to build are submitted. The pur- 
ee oe ere is to ensure that 

¢ building materials 
the best use. ~~ 

The yg yee: sphetolng 
rovi that the 
States would undertake housing schemes 
for letting and for sale; that Sonene let 
would be at economic rents or at about 


THE BUILDER 


one-fifth of tenants’ income, whichever 
is less; that losses in rent or sale of such 
houses would be borne as to three-fifths 
by the Commonwealth and two-fifths by 
the State. < : 

South Australia entered into this 
agreement, but its housing policy has 
been based on the view that the tenant 
issexpected to pay the economic rent and 
that the purchaser should meet the whole 
cost, in other words—no subsidies. _ 

Although building costs have risen 
consistently and—particularly in recent 
months—substantially, they have risen 
ari passu with advances in the State 
iving wage, so that, as indicated earlier, 
all rents fixed by the South Australian 
Housing Trust have been economic rents 
and no subsidies have been provided, nor, 
consequently, has application been made 
by this State to the Commonwealth Gov- 
ernment for any proportionate subsidy. 
No immediate change in this respect is 
contemplated. 


Building Costs Increases. 

The substantial increases in building 
costs may be ascribed chiefly to changes 
in awards of building operatives and 
employees in ancillary trades. These 
awards now provide for payment for 
annual holidays, public holidays and for 
sick pay as well as for increased wages,” 
and are reflected in both the cost of con- 
struction and of almost all materials used. 
In addition, shortages of supplies of many 
kinds have made it necessary to use sub- 
stitutes (which are usually more expen- 
sive) so as to avoid even more costly 
hold-ups in contractors’ operations. As 
an indication of the sharp rise in costs 
which has taken place, it can be stated 
that the sale price of a standard five- 
roomed house increased by twenty-five to 
thirty per cent. within the space of the 
last fifteen months. A _ similar experi- 
ence is met with by the Trust in the case 
of its double-unit houses built for letting. 

No doubt when the South Australian 
Housing Trust is able to deal with its 
substandard and slum clearance pro- 
gramme it will be unable to recover from 
the rehoused occupants a full economic 
rent, especially if construction costs re- 
main high. In that event, recourse will 
be had to the provisions of the Com- 
monwealth State Housing agreement. 

It is obvious from the experience of 
the State Housing Authority that there 
is still, in South Australia, urgent need 
for more houses. Since the end of the 
war shortages of supplies of essential, 
goods, insufficient manpower for the 
building industry and ancillary trades, 
together with reduced output per man- 
hour, have continued seriously to pre- 
vent the more rapid acceleration. 


14,000 Further Dwellings Required. 

_ In South Australia only 1,324 dwell- 
ings were completed in the year 1945- 
46 and 2,157 in 1946-47. In the last four 
years more than 10,000 applications for’ 
rental houses were received by the South 
Australian Housing Trust; and in the past 
year nearly 1,000 applications for houses 
for purchase were received. Applica- 
tions on the files of the State Housing 
Authority indicate that a conservative 
estimate of present requirements would 
be 10,000 new dwellings to meet the 
existing shortage and a further 4,000 to 
rehouse inhabitants of substandard 
houses which should be demolished. At 
the end of 1947, 796 houses were under 
construction, and contracts had been 
arranged for 1,978. . Sale prices of single- 
unit homes, including land, transfer fees, 
titles, road moieties, etc., ranged from 
£A1,200 to £A1,600. 
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PLANNING 


1947 
TALK AT HOUSING CENTRE 


Mr. AMBROSE APPELBE, a solicitor, 
made some interesting comments on the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
when he spoke at the Housing Centre on 
March 2. 

Although he described the Act as a 
social revolution in itself, he expressed 
surprise that, while it restricted develop- 
ment value resulting from the develop- 


TOWN ACT, 


ment of land by the owner himself, it - 


allowed landowners to receive the full 
increase in value due to development 
carried out by others, such as by local 
authorities or the creation of shopping 
centres, the building of railway stations, 
and so on, which added greatly to site 
values. He was astonished that this fact 
had not received publicity. 

The speaker pointed out that the 
Government had not nationalised land. It 
might have been simpler if they had, but 
they had nationalised most of the develop- 
ment rights in land. They had decided to 
expropriate the development rights of 
individuals, to confiscate those rights. 
There was no doubt about that. 

“ You hear of £300 millions which they 
are going to spend all over the country, 
but there are 12 million acres of land 
which are developable and the owners are 
entitled to something out of those £300 
millions. That gives £25 an acre, which 
is ridiculous from an ordinary property 
point of view.” 

The clause restricting the display of 
advertisements on a building was a very 
clever way of controlling such advertising, 
for it was treated as a kind of development 
of the land. “ x 

The speaker defined “ material change 
in the use of a building” by giving 
examples, such as converting a building 
from residential purposes into a shop or 
a textile mill into a friéd-fish shop. But it 
was not clear whether the change from 
the same sort of user to greater or slightly 
different user of the building in the same 
manner was a material change in the 
meaning of the Act. For instance, you 
could improve the value of a shop tremen- 
dously merely by changing its use from 
one kind of business to another, ¢.g., from 
confectionery to tobacco. This was an 
important point, because there were many 
who wanted to change their business so 
that it would be safe from nationalisation. 


Interpretation of the Act. 

’ The effect of all these clauses and 
others would depend on the people who 
would have to interpret the Act,,the civil 
servants. If we were not careful we 
should be going too fast in putting the 
Act into effect, because we might not have 
enough of the right kind of personnel to 
do it. Already the Government was 
having .to suck dry its resources in man- 
power. 

It might take a year or two before, by 
using the machinery laid down in the Act. 
the owner of a piece of land would be 
able to ascertain what he would have to 
pay in development rights. By that time 
the development charge might be entirely 
different from what it was when the owner 
first began to inquire into the matter. 

“You are pretty well saying in the 
Act that the only people who can develop 
land with any ease are the local author'- 
ties. You are not only nationalising land. 
you are nationalising development. You 
are not allowing any free development 
worth talking about.” 

One of: the good points of the Act w2s 
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that the decision whether to permit de- 
velopment unconditionally, to permit it 
with conditions or to refuse it could not 
be postponed—or rather, consideration 
could not. 

in conclusion, Mr. Appelbe forecast 
thousands of claims on the £300 millions 
set aside for payment of development 
rights, and that would affect—and was 
already affecting—the price of land and 
its use. He, thought the development 
charge would be passed on to the pur- 
chaser. He also foresaw a lot of 
“wangling” between landowners and 
local authorities. . 


LAW REPORTS 


CONTROL OF BUILDING 
OPERATIONS ORDER 
Kinc’s BENCH DrvIsION. 
BEFORE MR. JUSTICE ATKINSON. 
' Wm. Leach v. Percy 

IN the King’s Bench Division of the 
High C Mr. Justice Atkinson had 
before hil an action by a builder and 
decorator, Mr. Wm. Leach, of Dyott 
Mews, London, W.C.2, against Mrs. Sylvia 
H. Percy, of Chester-row, S.W., to recover 
£122 odd, being the balance due in respect 
of work done and materials supplied to 
her house in Chester-row. 

The action raised a point as to whether 
the plaintiff could recover the money, as 
the work was not done under any licence 
authorising it to be carried out. 

The defendant pleaded that she had 
already paid plaintiff £150 for what he 
had done and contended that that sum 
was adequate and that he could not 
recover the balance as the only licence he 
had was for cleaning and decorating and 
essential work and not an overall certifi- 
cate. She also complained of the long 
time the plaintiff had taKen to carry out 
the work. 

His lordship, in giving judgment, said 
the defendant had raised a point which 
was fatal to the plaintiff's claim. The 
only licence the plaintiff obtained was an 
essentiality one, which covered an expen- 
diture of only £80. The present case was 
covered by the ‘Control of Building 
Operations Order, which prohibited the 
plaintiff from doing the work without a 
licence. In giving the judgment for the 
defendant with costs his lordship said, in 
fairness to the defendant, he wished to 
make it clear that she had put forward 
the defence she did because she came to 
the conclusion that the plaintiff had 
treated her badly. Dy 


APPEAL AGAINST NEW TOWN 


COURT QF APPEAL. 
BEFORE THE MASTER OF THE ROLLS AND 
LorDs JuSTICES BUCKNILL AND ASQUITH. 


Rollo and other vy. Minister of Town and 
Country Planning. 


This was an appeal | two Crawley 
residents, the Hon. Mrs. E. C. Rollo and 
Mr. P. J. Watkins, from the dismissal by 
Mr. Justice Morris, sitting in the King’s 
Bench Division, of their application to 
quash an order made by the Town and 
Country Planning Minister under the New 
Towns Act in connection with the Craw- 
ley, Sussex, New Town Order, 1947. 

The order relates to the acquisition of 
land compulsorily at Crawley toyform a 
satellite town to house some 50; 
persons. 

It was stated that the grounds of the 
appeal were that the Minister did not pro- 
vide proper information with regard to 
the proposed Order, and that he failed 
to — with the local authorities in- 
terested. 
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Mr. Justice Morris held that’ the 
Minister furnished all the information 
that he could give as to the size and 
character of the proposed new town, as 
well as all the information he considered 
necessary. Further, he held that the 
Minister had complied with his statutory 
obligations at two meetings which he ha 
held with the local authorities. A 

After legal arguments by Mr. A. Alle 

for the appellants, and Sir Hartley Shaw- 
cross, Attorney-General, for the respon- 
dents, the Court dismissed the appeal 
with costs. 
_ The Master of the Rolls, in giving 
judgment, said the whole point in the 
case was whether the Minister, after con- 
sultation with the local authority, 
thought it was expedient in national in- 
terests to make the Order appealed 
against. They had to look at ¢he mean- 
ing of the words “consultation with” 
the local authority in regard to the facts 
of this case. It was obvious that the 
Minister was the judge of what was in 
the national interest. Here there were 
two conferences between the Minister 
and the local authorities concerned, and 
the local authorities were given the 
general nature of the Order. It was evi- 
dent that the local authorities had every 
opportunity to put forward their case, 
and if they did not do so they could 
not blame the Minister. He could not 
believe that the“local authorities did not 
trouble to acquaint themselves with what 
was happening when the Act was going 
through Parliament. The inference to 
be drawn was that the local authorities 
were interested only as to the details 
which would have to be dealt with after 
the Minister had made the Order. 

Lords Justices Bucknill and Asquith 
concurred. 


BUILDING CONTRACTS 
CourT OF CRIMINAL APPEAL. 


BEFORE THE LorD CHIEF JUSTICE AND 
JusTicES HUMPHREYS AND BIRKETT. 


Rex v. J. Graham. 


Tue Lord Chief Justice and Justices 
Humphreys and Birkett, sitting in the 
Court of Criminal og had before 
them an application by John Graham for 
leave to — against his conviction and 
sentence of three years’ penal servitude 
at Cardiff Assizes on the charges of con- 
spiracy to defraud, false representations 
and corruption in connection with his 
contract to build houses for the Port 
Talbot Borough Council. _ 

Giving the judgment of the Court, the 
Lord Chief Justice said it-appeared that 
Graham had been charged with a clerk of 
the works to the Borough Council with 
the offences named. The facts were that 
they caused money to be paid for work 
which had never been done, and that as 
a result Graham admitted that £2,178 had 
been overpaid. This was a case deserving 
of the attention of the Ministry of Works, 
who had found the money for the build- 
ing site. In 1944 Graham had been sen- 
tenced to nine months’ imprisonment for 
obtaining £250 by false representations 
from the Ministry of Food. Later he was 
engaged by the Port Talbot Borough 
Council, apparently with the approval of 
the Ministry of Works, on a tial 
contract. The clerk of works himself had 
been convicted in 1921 of fraudulent 
conversion while employed as a branch 
manager of the Ministry of Labour. He 
was convicted of five larcenies in 1930, 


.but afterwards secured work in connec- 


tion with public contracts and then as an 
Inspector for the Ministry of Works until 
in 1945, when he became clerk of works 
to the Port Talbot Borough Council. The 
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result had been, added his lordship, that 
gross frauds had been committed and 
public money scandalously misapplied. 
the application for leave .to appeal 
against his conviction and sentence wou 
oe dismissed. 4 


OBITUARY 


Christopher Roberts, A.1.A.A. 

_We regret to record the death in hos- 
pital, at the age of 52 years, of Mr. 
Christopher Roberts, A.1.A.A., of Little 
Berkhamsted. Mr. Roberts received in- 
juries in the Sabena air liner crash at 
London Airport on March 2. He obtained 


-his diploma at the Bartlett School of 


Architecture in 1921, and from 1923-31 
was with the Imperial War Graves = 
mission. In 1931 he moved to the - 
ment of Overseas Trade, and from 1939 
had been employed by the exhibition 
division of the Board of Trade. 


F. G. Hodges, J.P., F.1.0.B. 

We regret to record the death on 
March 5, at “Greenleaves,” Rolleston- 
on-Dove, near Burton-on-Trent, of Mr. 
F, G. Hodges, J.P., past-president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, aged 68 years. Mr. Hodges, 
who was managing director of George 
Hodges and Son, Ltd., was connected 
with the National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers for almost 40 years. 
He was president of a local branch in 
1915, president of the Midland Federa- 
tion in 1920, president of the National 
Federation in 1926, chairman of the 
Grading Commission of the N.J.C. from 
1922 to 1939, and honorary treasurer of 
the National Federation from 1937 to 
1944. In addition he was a Fellow of the 
Institute of Builders and director and 
chairman of the Federated Employers 
Press, Ltd. 


RENTS AND LEASES 
BUSINESS PREMISES IN OFFICIAL 
INQUIRY 
THe Lord Chancellor has appointed a 
Committee to consider “ various questions 
affecting leases of both residential and 
business premises ” itt England and Wales. 
The Committee, presided over by Lord 
Uthwatt, will begin work at once. Broad 

lines of the inquiry are:— 

(1) Should an occupying tenant be given 
the right to purchase compulsorily the 
freehold and any other prior interests? 
If so, on what terms? (2) Whether and 
in what circumstances business tenants 
should be given security of tenure such 
as is now enjoyed under the Rent Acts by 
residential tenants? (3) Can rents of 
business premises be controlled? By what 
means? . (4) Should landlord’s rights to 
impose and enforce repair covenants be 
further. restricted? (5) Should further 
provision be made respecting tenants’ 
claims: for compensation for improve- 
ments at end of tenancy? 

A correspondent writes : — . 

An inquiry of this kind has long been 
urged by numerous trade organisations. 
The Landlord and Tenant Act of 1927, 
although often described as “ the traders’ 
charter,” is inadequate in present-day 
conditions; and in any event the Act does 
not apply, as regards the to seek 
goodwill-compensation (or, a ively. 
a new lease) unless the tenant (or his 
predecessor-in-title) has been in occupa- 
tion of the premises concerned for not 
less than five years. As to (3) above, it 
is to be hoped there will be an early 
affirmative answer, for almost every day 
brings fresh news of rocketing rents. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Closed Brickworks. 

Mr. —— replying to Sir Waldron 
Smithers, said that since January, 1947, 
53 ieiekwocke had closed down. During 
the same period 77 brickworks ca 


Replyi to Mr. Lipson, Mr. Key 
said that four brickworks and part of a 
fifth had closed in the Midland Area 
during the past three months because of 
the line in the demand for bricks: 
69 workers had been dismissed in 
consequence. 


Materials. 

Mr. Bossom asked the Minister of 
Health whether any local authority 
which had had certain material allocated 
to it for its building programme would 
not be permitted to obtain any further 
materials until its present supply was 
substantially exhausted. 

Mr. Bevan said that bulk allocations 
of building materials were not made to 
local authorities. 


Building Trainees. 

- Mr. HENDERSON ‘STEWART asked the 
Minister of Labour in how many cases 
Government trainees in the building 
industry had been obliged to transfer to 
other industries on account of changes in 
the building programme. 

Mr. Georce Isaacs said the answer 
was none. The industry would be able to 
absorb all those already ‘admitted to 
training and further admissions had been 
almost entirely suspended. There were at 
the moment some 2,700 cases in which 
the 14 months’ training with an employer, 
after leaving the Centres, was interrupted 
but it was not possible to say in how 
many of these cases this was due to 
changes in the building programme. 
These men were being put back in train- 
ing as quickly as possible, where they 
could complete their training unless they 
elected to. seek their careers in other 
industries. 


Housing Subsidy. 

Mr. Wapswortu asked the Minister of 
Health whether. in view of the high cost 
of erection of permanent houses at the 

t time, and the prospect of further 
increases in future, he would introduce 
legislation at the earliest possible date 
to increase the annual contribution of 
£16 10s. made by the Ministry under 
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the 1938 Act in order that such houses 
might be let at a rental within the 
means of prospective tenants, a large 
number of whom would otherwise be un- 
able to pay an inclusive rent of £1 per 
week, the lowest economic figure which 
could be charged under existing circum- 
stances. 

Mr. BEVAN said that a review would 
be made in due time under Section 16 of 
the Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act, 1946, of the contributions 
payable under that Act, in the light of the 
latest information available about build- 
ing costs and other relevant factors. 


Rural Housing. 

Mr. Goocn asked the Minister of 
Health what was the number of licences 
granted to estate owners and farmers to 
enable them to erect cottages for farm- 
workers, and the number which qualified 
for the Government subsidy, in the years 
1946. and 1947. 

Mr. Bevan said that the information 
referred to in the first part of the question 
was not available. As regarded the 
second part, 176 houses were approved 
for subsidy under Section 3 of the Hous- 
ing (Financial Provisions) Act, 1938 (as 
amended) between April and December, 
1946, and 232 houses in 1947. 


Private Street Works Act. 

CoL. CROSTHWAITE-EyreE asked the 
Minister of Health for how long he antici- 
pated it would be necessary to maintain 
his prohibition against work under the 
Private Street Works Act. 

Mr. BEVAN said that work on private 
streets must be kept down to the mini- 
mum consistent .with public health and 
safety as long as conditions remain as set 
out in the White Paper on Capital Invest- 
ment in 1948 (Cmd. 7268). There was, 
however, no complete prohibition on such 
works, and local authorities might wish to 
consider taking action under Section 19 
of the Public Health Acts Amendment 
Act, 1907, where appropriate, for the tem- 
porary repair of private streets. 


The Labour Force. 

Mr. Haire asked the Minister of 
Works if he would state the labour force, 
including prisoners of war, employed in 
the production of various building mate- 
rials, with the items stated separately. 

Mr. Key said that the labour force 
employed at the end of January, 1948, on 
the production of the various building 
materials for which his Department was 
responsible was as follows:— 





Labour Force. 














| Poles and | 

Product. British. European Prisoners Total. 
Volunteer of War. 

Workers. 
pepenes cement — ve ee 6,048 109 j 142 i 6,299 
és ip 33,203 2,241 2.050 37,494 
Bemane “it 9,393 | 107 282 ' 9,782 
Clay floor and roofing tiles | $,624 | 49 8 5,761 
Concrete produc’ : -| 19,304 214 1,408 20,926 
Glass oe and late) i 10,158 | s — 10,166 
Glazed tiles 8,992 | 4 6 9,032 
Glazing bars of 528 i a $29 
rp Rye ‘Loe lo ea os ie 

rai tiles a pes wil 
Lime from chalk . “| aus | st |) ous 1,301 
Mastic aspha ‘ Pe ay “| 1,846 2 2 1,850 
Metal a rend and doors 3% | 9,041 ® _ 9,049 
Piaster, hard en and plasterboard ie af 3,682 | 34 191 3,907 
Tip oe ee ee 

pipes . | 2 } i 

*Sand and gravel. . | 7,054 — | 138 | 7,192 
Sanitery ware. | 6205 | ss | 61 | 6.951 
Roofing slates. | 4,892 | 1 | i | 4,904 
Whiting... ; | Si4 | — 25 i 539 
Miscellaneous. 1,107 _ — 1,107 
Totals ..| 138,606 | 3,021 | §,055 | 146,642 
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INCENTIVES AND 
PRODUCTION 


NATIONAL FEDERATION 
PRESIDENT’S ANNOUNCEMENT 


INCENTIVES, introduced into the build- 
ing industry last November, are bring- 
ing gratifying results, according to an 
announcement made by Mr. F. M. Stere- 
MAN, of Exeter, President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, in a h at a luncheon pre- 
ceding the annual meeting of the Mid- 
land Federation in Birmingham on 
March 9. 

“It is a little over three months since 
we reached our agreement with the 
cperatives on incentives,” said Mr. Slee- 
man. “but reports which are beginning 
to come in show that in that short time 
output has improved in individual cases 
from between 50 per cent. to 100 per 
cent. This is bound to result in a cor- 
responding cheapening of production. 

“The Government is ur, all the 
time that wages be allied t tput. By 
our incentives agreement we are seeking 
to make that principle operative through- 
out the building industry, and I urge ail 
employers who have not yet imtroduced 
systems of incentives to take time by the 
torelock and not allow their competitors 
who are already in the field to get too 
big a start on them. It may cost them 
dearly fater on, for as I see it the 
national interest and the interests of the 
building industry alike demand the widest 
possible application of incentives for the 
double purpose of increasing production 
and reducing prices. 


20 Per Cent. Extra. 


“ The Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
recently said that a ten per cent. increase 
im production is not enough to see the 
country through the crisis. I would 
therefore emphasise to masters and men 
in the building industry that our systems 
of incentives must be such as to enable 
an operative who produces the output 
to earn at least 20 per cent. extra. And 
by extra effart he can earn more. 

“Further, I am convinced that the best 
way to persuade the Government to let 
more contracts is to finish more speedily 
those we have in hand. The temptation 
to slow down because of the fear of cuts 
must therefore be resisted. 

“I wish to challenge statements which 
have recently a red in the daily Press 
giving the false impression that the bulk 
of the work of war damage repair which 
has been and is being carried out by the 
nig mg builder is of poor quality. What 

s the true position? I am assured by 
the War Damage Commission oe in the 
great majority of cases the standard of 
workmanship has been good, and that 
complaints of bad work have been re- 
ceived in only a negligible Proportion of 
the millions of cases dealt with.” 





South African Rates of Pay. 


With reference to the interview ¢n- 
titled “ Building Opportunities in South 
Africa,” which appeared in our issue for 
February 27, a correspondent writes 
sage out an error in the figures given 

South African rates of pay. The 
letter states :— 

“The craftsman’s rate’ of oid 
wrongly stated. The article says the ate 
of pay is as follows: Basic rate, 4s. 6d 


oe eget —— 1s. 54d.; holidays 
with pay,’ 4d.—total, 6s. 34d. per hour. 
The correct is: Basic rate, 3s. 64.: 


cost-of-living increase, 1s. stds ‘holidays 
with pay, 4d.—total, 5s. 34d. per hour. 
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IMPORTANCE OF 


TEAMWORK IN BUILDING 


L.M.B.A. PRESIDENT ON 
“ HUMANISING ” INDUSTRY 


A pLea for the closer association of 
employer and operative in the building 
industry and for the “humanising” of 
relations between the two was made by 
Mr. D. C. BurGess, President of the 
London Master Builders’ Association, at 
a meeting of the Association’s Central 
No. 3 Area on March 8. 

“The existence of the National Joint 
Council for the Building Industry,” said 
Mr. Burgess, “has served to obviate 
strikes and lockouts for the 25 years and 
more of its life. The day-to-day problems 
are taken care of, but it is a distressing 
fact that that machinery has tended more 
and more to obliterate human relation- 
ships. Its very success has brought into 
being the two so-called ‘ sides.’ 

“This problem of two ‘sides’ is one, 
I suggest, which deserves the very earnest 
consideration of everyone interested in 
our industry. Not one of us here would 
like to return to the conditions that ob- 
tained in industry a hundred years ago. 
The lot of the employee has improved 
immensely, but it is unfortunate that when 
the operative looks back he realises that 
it is through his ‘side’ fighting the em- 
ployers that the improvements have taken 
place. 


The Will to Work. 

“If this country is going to pull through 
to-day, means must be found of forging 
these two sides into one team in the real 
meaning of the term. We must realise 
that it is the will to work on the part of 
the operative that is all-important. in 
securing high output, and no effort on 
our part should be spared to bring about 
this attitude of mind. Money is by no 
means the greatest incentive. 

“If we are to succeed, the operatives 
must lose that inherent antagonism to the 
so-called ‘employers’ side” and be given 
reason to trust the integrity of the em- 
ployers’ intentions and actions and gain 
a respect for their efficiency. And em- 
ployers must not rate the good intentions 
of the operatives lower than their feelings. 

“1 am sure success in welding a team 
can be achieved if we not only appreciate 
this fact but act in a way that shows that 
we do. 


Spirit of Trust. 

“Let us make the work that men do of 
interest to them whilst they are engaged 
on it. Let us make sure that they Know 
what the programme is so that they may 
enter into the spirit of the project. When 
it is a matter of amenities Jet us discuss , 
with them how best the difficulties of pro- 
viding them may be overcome. Let us 
take them into our confidence on every 
possible occasion in every possible way. 
There are many ways by which we can 
develop this spirit os trust and feeling of 
zoodwill, but it is a matter that must be 
the conéern of the individual employer. 
Every one of us must play our part in this 
humanising of the relationship between 
the employer and the operative. _ 

“ Gentlemen, this is your own particular 
job as individuals—yours and mine; it 
cannot be done for us by the L.M.B.A. 
We need the operatives, and they need 
us. We have slung hammocks together, 
we have shared trenches together, we 
have shared blitzes together. In those 
days we found fellowship in a common 
Purposes. Have we no common purpose 
now?” 
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OFFICIAL 


NOTIFICATIONS 


Companies’ Act (1947) Commencement. 

The Board of Trade have made an 
Order appointing July 1 as the date on 
which all the provisions of the Com- 
panies’ Act (1947) not then in force will 
come . into force. Compani 
(Articles of Association and Annual Re- 
turn) Regulations, 1948 (S.1. 1948, No. 
434) comes into force on July 1. Copies 
are now obtainable, price 9d. 


Import of Italian Rough Marble. 

The Board of Trade announce that 
they are prepared to receive applications 
for licences to import Italian rough 
marble during the first six months of this 
year. Only marble falling within the 
following definition may be imported :— 
Marble rough or rough sawn (not car- 
borundum sawn) and not pitted, bevelled, 
shaped or further prepared. Applications 
can be considered only from importers 
who received direct consignments of 
rough marble during 1947 and imports 
will be limited to not more than 25 per 
cent. by value of their total imports dur- 
ing that year. An importer is deemed to 
be the person primarily liable to pay the 
overseas supplier. The first application, 
which should be -addressed to Import 
Licensing Department, Board of Trade, 
189, Regent-street, W.1, should be 
accompanied by a statement giving the 
following particulars in respect of each 
consignment received durting 1947:— 
Name of importing vessel, dock and 
date; weight; C.1.F. value; and overseas 
supplier to whom payment was made. 





Fuel Services in the Home. 

The British Gas Council, Gas Industry 
House, 1, Grosvenor-place, S.W.1, has 
issued a booklet entitled “ Efficient Fuel 
Services in the Home” (price 6d.). The 
publication summarises the main recom- 
mendations of the “Simon” and 
“Egerton” committees, and reviews 
progress being made in tkeir realisation. 
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DENSITY OF CONCRETE 


WALLS 


DRAFT CODE OF PRACTICE 


Tue Codes of Practice Committee has 
issued, as a draft for comment, Code 
123.101; “ Dense Concrete Walls,” which 
pared by a committee con- 
R.LB.A. on behalf of the 
Codes of ctice Committee, and is to 
be read in conjunction with Codes 111, 
Structural requirements for loa i 
walls and 111.201, “Concrete cast .in- 
situ.” It deals with the construction of 
solid and cavity walls of dense concrete 
(as distinct from light-weight or no-fines 
concrete), both plain and reinforced. 
Recommendations are made as to the 
materials to be used, the proportioning 
and mixing of concrete, and the control 
of shrinkage. _The provision of open 
joints, to avoid failures arising from 
thermal movement, is considered. 


The draft code includes a number of 
illustrations of the damp-proofing of 
various types of walls, openings, roofs 
and chimney-stacks. 
tance coefficients are tabulated for -both 
solid and cavity walls with various linings 
and finishes, as are some average values 
of sound reduction for different thick- 
nesses of wall. The code is subject to 
amendment before final publication. 
Comments are invited and should be sub- 
mitted, preferably in triplicate, by ‘April 
11. Copies of the code, reference 
C.P.(B)719, may be obtained from the 
British Standards Institution, 24-28, Vic- 
toria-street, S.W.1, price 3s., post free. 


DIRECT LABOUR AND 
INCENTIVES 


AN ANNUAL REPORT 


References to the question of direct 
labour are made in the Annual Report 
of the London Regional Council of the 
Federation of Master Builders presented 
at the annual general meeting of the 
Region held in London on February 23. 
The Report states: “Your Council’ is 
anxious that the practice of the local 
authorities employing direct labour force 
for the purpose of operating their own 
contracts outside normal 
work does not increase, particularly as 
it is felt that the price of. the contracts 
obtained in open competition does not 
bear any relation to the ultimate cost 
and constitutes a serious burden to the 
taxpayer.” 


With regard to Incentive Payments, 
the Report comments: “Your Select 
Committee have been sitting with the 
National by Incentives Committee 
set up by the Federation, and an opinion 
has been published that the Committee 
felt incentives schemes could only be 
applied to fixed-price contracts in respect 
of new work where it is a comparatively 
simple matter to devise a sc 
on the estimated costs when the tender 
was submitted. On maintenance, repair 
and jobbing work it had not been found 
possible to suggest any scheme which 
was practicable for the small builder and 
which at the same time complied with 
the terms of the Agreement. The Com- 
mittee considered a number of schemes, 
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but finally had to recommend that, in ~ 


view of the facts, members engaged on 
maintenance work, etc., should not pay 
wages in excess of the standard rates. The 
Committee is, however, cortinuing to 
watch the position and will circulate any 
further information as and when this be- 
comes available.” 


Thermal transmit- ; 


maintenance . 
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M.O.H. LOANS 


COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 

Loans sanctioned by the Minister of 
Health to local authorities in England 
and Wales during the quarter ended 
December 31 last (together with a com- 
parative statement of loans sanctioned 
for the six months ended September 30 
last) are :— 


Total Amount 








Quarter Six Months 
ended ended 
SERVICE Dec. 31,1947 aes eats 
HousinGc - 35,026,064 89,789,826 
Hea.tu Services— £ 
(a) Personal 
(i) Hospitals 173,566 
(ii) Mental In- 
stitutions 77,940 
(iii) M.&C.W. 88,652 
(iv) T.B. 117,718 
—_—— 457,876 1,023,240 
(b) Environmental 
*(i) Water 1,821,906 
*(ii) Sewerage 
wage 
Disposal 1,433,113 
(iii) Refuse 
Collection & 
Disposal 93,958 ¢ 
(iv) Recrea- 
tional 422,163 
—— 3,771,140 4,862,224 
Poor Law uf 151,232 297,890 
MISCELLANEOUS— 
(a) Town Halls, Muni- 
cipal Offices, etc. .. 102,154 261,438 
(b) Civic Restaurants .. 93,690 74,322 
(c) Other ae 5 977,826 1,366,823 
EDUCATION ‘ .. 3,685,401 9,543,395 
Gas os ri .. 4,325,495 2,630,680 
*HIGHWAYS AND PRIVATE 
Srreer Works. . 483,243 1,115,226 
POLIce ah ee es 111,690 170,989 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLAN- 
NING “ és 483,142 390,225 
Torats .. £49,668,953 £111,526,278 


* These are net figures after allowance has been 
made for capital, grants and contributions deducted 


from capital cost before loan sanction. 

mR... oO ot schemes Se Water 
pply ; £1,508,733 Sewerage Sewage Disposal, 

and £530,679 Highways. 


TRADE WITH FINLAND 


AND POLAND 
TIMBER PROSPECTS 


TaLKks which began in London on 
February 16 with a Finnish trade delega- 


tion have reached a successful conclu- . 


sion (as stated in The Builder last week). 
For our part, we have secured from 
Finland an agreement to supply us with 
190,000 tons of chemical wood pulp, 
30,000/40,000 tons of mechanical wood 
pulp, and 150,000 cubic fathoms of pit- 
props, as well as sawn softwood, ply- 
wood and other useful timber products 
which 7 figure in the Finnish ex- 
port trade to the United Kingdom. Con- 
tract terms for certain of these products 
are still under negotiation. 


We have agreed to supply Finland with 
500,000 tons of coal and coke and 40,000 
tons of steel. For the rest, specific 
quantities of goods have not been dis- 
cussed, but Finland will be in a ition 
to resume the issue of import licences 
for — goods, and we nap Tega a to 
a steady improvement in exchanges 

a 8 between the two countries. 

British and Polish Government officials 
have had trade and financial talks — 
the whic 


| 


Poland to this country. Under the 
gh te Trade Agreement of J 
analli Ge pore ae oa aes coe saline 
million o in endi 
June, 1950, of which £6.5 million 
be delivered in 1948. It is now agreed 
the programme in 1948 should be 
to some £11 million, whi 
essential foodstuffs worth 
some sup- 
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The two Governments will facilitate 
an exchange of miscellaneous manufac- 
tured goods up to £1.5 million or £2 
million in 1948., Full details are still to 
be worked out; but, meanwhile, the Board 
of Trade will be prepared to grant im- 
port licences for a range of goods, in- 
cluding certain building materials, house- 
hold goods and other consumer goods, 
as provided for under the June Agree- 
ment. 


NEWS ITEMS 


Retirement of Mr. H. C. Harland. 

The retirement of Mr. H. C. Harland, 
a director of John Laing and Son, Ltd., 
was announced last week. For many years 
Mr. Harland was a member of the 
Council of the London Master Builders’ 
Association and had the distinction of 
serving as president for a double term 
during the war period.. He also served 
as a representative of the L.M.B.A. on the 
Council of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers and_ the 
National Joint Council for the Building 
Industry. Mr. Harland was a popular and 
genial figure in building circles and his 
retirement will be a loss to the industry 
generally as well as to his firm, which he 
joined shortly after World War I, after 
being engaged on the construction of the 
Welland Ship Canal in Canada. 


Year Book. 

A year book and list of members for 
1947 has been published by the Institu- 
tion of Structural Engineers, 11, Upper 
Belgrave-street, S.W.1, and is available to 
non-members at a cost of 2s. 6d. 


Information Service in New Quarters. 


The United States Information Service 
has moved from 33, Davies-street, W.1. to 


the American Embassy building, 1, Gros- - 


venor-square, W.1 (Tel.: Grosvenor 4111, 
extension 240). The American Library at 
the Davies-street address has closed tem- 
porarily and will probably reopen early 
in April. 
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Ministry’s Consultative Counéil. 


Mr. F. M. Sleeman, the new president, 
has been elected to represent the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
on the Ministry of Works National Con- 
sultative Council. The other National 
Federation members chosen are: Mr. 
W. H. Forsdike, C.B.E., and the Director, 
Mr. Stanley Hearder. 


Power Press Manufacturers. 


A trade organisation for British firms 
manufacturing power presses has been 
established under the title of “The 
British Power Press Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation.” The offices of the Associa- 
tion will be at Standbrook House, Old 
a London, W.1 (Tel. Regent 

). 


Estimate for Aluminium Houses. 

The Ministry of Supply Estimate for 
1948-49 (Stationery Office, 9d.) shows 
that there will be a _ reduction of 
£34,443,192 in expenditure compared with 
the current year, the amount required 
being £101,000,010. . The principal reduc- 
tion is in the charge for prefabricated 
houses, which falls from £45,555,000 to 
£5,730,000—a drop of £39,825,000. This 
reduction relates to aluminium houses. 


Combating Atmospheric Pollution. 


Steps taken in 1946 to _ reduce 
atmospheric pollution by industrial pro- 
cesses are described in the 83rd annual 
report on alkali and similar works by 
the Ministry of Health’s chief inspec- 
tors for England, Wales and Scotland. 
Their report, presented to the Ministry 
of Health and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland, is published by -H.M.S.O. 
(price 9d., post free 10d.). 


Planning Act Simplified. 

The extensive scope of the new Town 
and Country Planning Act, the provisions 
of which embrace large-scale rebuilding 
and minor conversions, is outlined in 
“Town arid Country Planning Law,” by 
J. Kekwick and Robert S. W. Pollard 
(London: Stevens and Sons, Ltd., price 
4s.). This book, which is one of a series of 
a handbooks entitled “ This is the 

w,” gives a detailed exposition of each 
of the ten parts of the Act in a manner 
intelligible to the layman. 


Draft Code of Practice. 


The Codes of Practice Committee have 
now issued, as a draft for comment, Code 
321,102, “Installation and Maintenance 
of Electrical Machine, Transformers, 
Rectifiers, Capacitors and Associated 
: This draft Code of Prac- 
tice, which has been prepared by a Com- 
mittee convened by the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers on behalf of the 
Codes of Practice Committee, deals with 
the installation and maintenance of elec- 
tric motors, generators, transformers, con- 
vertors, rectifiers, capacitors and electrical 
equipment immediately associated with 
mechanical equipment, operating at 650 
volts or less and installed on the con- 
sumers’ side of the electricity supply in- 
take. A list of materials,.appliances 2 
components is quoted, with the 
relevant British Standards to which the 
should conform. The Code is in draft 
form and subject to amendment before 
publication in final form in the light of 
comments received. Comments, which 
are invited and welcomed, ‘should be sub- 
mitted not later than April 1. Copies of 
the draft code, reference C.P. (B) 718, 
may be obtained from British Standards 
Institution, 28, Victoria-street, Londot. 
S.W.1, price 2s. post free. 
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TRADE NEWS 


New Paint Depot at Colchester. 
THE Indestructible Paint Co., 
announce that they have opened a depot, 
under Mr. R. M. Foster, at Station 
Works, North Station-road, Colchester. 


Compressor Plants. 

Mathew Bros., of Matbro Works, 
Sandy-lane North, Wallington, Surrey, 
have issued a folder catalogue of their 
electric- and engine-driven compressor 
plants, both stationary and portable. 


Trade Magazine. 

A plea to authorities to realise that 
“temporary ” buildings will be with us 
for many years and that architects should 
be given the opportunity of making these 
structures. as attractive as possible is a 
feature of ihe October issue of “ Build- 


Ltd., 


ing Topics,” published by Tretol, Ltd., 
12-14, North End-road, N.W.11. Articles 
in this edition include “Building in 
Winter,” “Cement and  Granolithic 
Flooring,” “ Fibre Glass in Building” 
and “Flame Cleaning.” 

A New Drill. 


What is announced as a 4-in. general 
duty drill, type SD4c, has been intro- 
duced by S. Wolf and Co., Ltd., Pioneer 
Works, Hanger-lane, Ealing, W.5. It 
is claimed that this drill has great power 
and torque. It is provided with porous 
phosphor-bronze bushes, with a ball 
bearing on the chuck spindle and a self- 
aligning bearing for the commutator end 
of the armature spindle. A drill stand, 
type ES12, can be used to convert the 
machine into an efficient drill press. 


Laminated Plaster Skirtings. 

Messrs. Warerite, Ltd., Ware, Herts, 
an associate company of Bakelite, Ltd., 
have introduced a range of skirtings pro- 
duced in Warerite , laminated plastics. 
These are marketed in standard widths of 
4in. and 6in. in lengths up to 8 ft., and 
a thickness of 5/32in. The advantages 
claimed are that a tough rot-proof and 
pest-proof skirting is obtained which is 
easily fixed, is available in a wide 
colour range to match or to contrast 
with any colour scheme and which does 
not require any subsequent painting or 
similar maintenance. 


New Fixing Device. 


The Rawlplug Company, Ltd., Rawl- 
plug House, Cromwell-road, $.W.7, an- 
nounce that they have made a device 
which can not only be fixed quickly in 
hollow brick or tile, but also in every 
other thin building material where it is 
difficult or impossible to use nails, screws 
or nuts and bolts. This device incorpor- 
ates an “H”-shaped toggle which, with 
the use of a bolt, fixes the fitting on the 
tar side of the building material. It is 
now on view, together with other Rawl- 
plug fixing devices and tools, at the com- 
pany’s stand in the Main Hall at the 
Ideal Home Exhibition. 

Twenty-fifth Anniversary. 

_ The firm of non-ferrous metal manu- 
facturers, E. and E. Kaye, Lid., of 
Ponders End, Enfield, recently celebrated 
its silver jubilee. At a function held in 
the canteen of the Ponders End Works, 
Mr. G. Davies, secretary and joint gene- 
ral manager, traced the history of the 
company from its commencement to the 
present day and Mr. G. H. J. Clogenson, 
joint general manager, spoke of plans for 
the future which were already in the 
course of development. 
ployees were invited to thesé celebrations 
and later atterded a performance at the 
London Palladium. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 


SCIENCE AND INDUSTRIAL 
RESEARCH 


THE manner in which science pro- 
motes the growth of old and new in- 
dustries, “assists in the manufacture of 
more and better goods, and brings what 
were once the luxuries of the few within 
the reach of many, was the theme of a 
lecture on “Science and the Progress of 


Investigation 
the suitability of clays from North-East 
Scotland for brick manufacture. : 
On the question of fuel research, 
Edward said that one problem 
always been to the fore, that was 


Industrial Research,” given by Sim question of improving the ods ¢ 
EpwarRD APPLETON, G.B.E., K.C.B., domestic hea and cooking which, in 
F.R.S., Secretary of the Department of Great Britain, had been grossly ineffi- 


Scientific and Industrial Research, at the 
Royal Technical College, Glasgow. 

During the course of his lecture the 
speaker referred a great deal to the work 
of the Department of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research. This, he said, was 
discharging its task of encouraging 
science in industry in three ways; first, 
by establishin: 
it was to apply science to the needs of 
the community; secondly, by encourag- 
ing the formation of co-operative indus- 
trial research assaciations; and thirdly, 
as a means of creating new knowledge, 
by making grants in support of specific 
items of university research. 

The research stations of the depart- 
ment were national in their scope, and 
in the results of the work they were 
doing in the science. of building, Sir 
Edward continued. However, in view 
of the fact that particular problems of 
the South of England and of Scotland 
might differ, it -had been decided to set 
up branches of their road _ research 
laboratory, building research station and 
fuel research station at East Kilbride. 

The establishment of these stations did 
not mean that this would be their first 
contact with Scotland in these particu- 
lar fields. Experiments had already 
been carried out in the road research 
line, including one designed to ascertain 
how far conclusions that were valid in 
the South were also valid in the North 
where the weather was wetter and cooler. 

Although the Building Research 
Station was in the South of England it 
had always tried to pay attention to sub- 
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laboratories whose duty Po 


cient. Approximately half of the domes- 
tic solid fuel-burning appliances pro- 
duced in Great Britain were manufac- 
tured in Scotland. The establishment of 
the new sub-station at East Kilbride 
would strengthen co-operation in re- 
search on such appliances, ‘ 
speaker later stressed the im- 
rtance of the research departments of 
individual firms, agencies which formed 
the final link between research and pro- 
duction. Then he emphasised the differ- 
ence between two general uses of the 
word “research.” The first type, he 
said, was concerned with overcoming 
and removing difficulties, or with point- 


ing the way to new developments, while - 
the seco 


covered all the processes 
through which an invention or new pro- 
cess passed up to the point when it could 
be turned over to production. No firm, 
unless it was content never to introduce 
an idea of its own, could afford to neg- 
lect the second type. 

Before concluding, Sir Edward re- 
ferred to the transfer from the D.S.LR. 
to the Scottish Council (Development 
and Industry) of Mr. W. S. Robertson, 
who had become the Council’s scientific 
officer. The D.S.1.R. were anxious to 
assist the Council and the Scottish in- 
dustry, he maintained, and in order to 
be of even greater assistance they had 
established an office in Edinburgh under 
Dr. H. Buckley. 


SCOTTISH HOUSING AND 
PLANNING 


Housing in 1938—the best pre-war 
year—and in 1947 was ‘contrasted by 
Mr. J. J. Ropertson, M.P.,- Joint 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Scotland, when he addressed. dele- 
gates to the Scottish National Housing 
and Town Planning Council conference, 
which opened at Peebles on March 5. 

In 1938, he said, a total of 26,473 
permanent houses was completed in 
Scotland. In 1947 this figure was 12,149 
with, in addition, 12,044 temporary 
houses and 4,560 homes provided by 
conversions, requisitioning and in Service 
camps, making the overall 1947 total 
28,753. 

“More housing accommodation was 
provided in 1947 in spite of the many 
difficulties in that year than in 1938— 
the best pre-war year,” said Mr. Robert- 
son. While experience had shown that 
it was unwise to, give precise estimates 
of future housing progress, 1948 should 
be a better year than 1947. 

The drop in the number of houses 
completed in January as compared with 
the December total was disappointing. 
but was due partly to the fact that 
January was a four weeks period as 
against five weeks in December; partly 
to the special efforts local 
authorities’ contractors té comp the 

eatest possible number of houses in 

mber; and partly..to holidays and 
shortages of glass in January. 

How many of the houses now under 
construction would in fact be completed 
this year fo a large extent on 
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whether available labour and materials 
were concentrated on their completion or 
were diverted to starting new houses. 
“While the t of Health will 
continue to authorise the starting of a 
limited’ mumber of new houses required 
in the interests of coal and food produc- 
tion, there can be no general relaxation 
of the ban.on the starting of new houses, 
especially in areas where they would 


compete with the miners’ or agricultural 
workers’ programmes. These pro- 
are, of course, to proceed 


without restriction. 

“It is imperative that the number of 
houses under construction be reduced in 
order that the amount of work in hand 
be brought more in proportion to the 
amount of labour and materials avail- 
able; and suggestions that continuity of 
building operations requires the steady 
starting of further houses overlook the 
fact that only by a temporary interrup- 
tion of continuity can the present dispro- 
portion be righted. Every new house is 
a rival of every house under con- 
struction.” 


A New Planning Era. 


The year 1948 marked the beginning of 
a new era in planning in Scotland. 
July 1, 1948, had been designated as the 
“appointed day” under the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947. This Act 
was Scotland’s new planning charter. 
Under the Act Parliament required each 
local authority to survey the total re- 
sources of its area and to prepare a 
development plan for the area designed 
to meet the full range of community 
needs and covering such vital matters 
as housing, industry, communications, 
education facilities, open space and 
recreation. 

It was an indication of the importance 
which the Government attached to the 
efficient exercise by the local authorities 
of their great new powers that for the 
first time in the 1947 Planning Act a 
system of grants from the Exchequer to 
local authorities in their planning work 
was established. In this way Parliament 
had recognised the national interest 
attaching to this vital and expanding 
social service. The new Act also dealt 
radically with the problem of compensa- 
tion which had frustrated planning policy 
for so long. In the past, local authorities 
had often had to pay out substantial sums 
on compensation and had never been able 
to recover the resultant betterment which 
their public enterprises created. Under 
the new Act the payment of compensa- 
tion for loss of development values was 
assumed by the State. Payments would 
be settled once and for all in a compre- 
hensive operation, and in the future 
betterment charges would be levied by 
the State. 

The Secretary of State, as Planning 
Minister, worked in the closest association 
with the President of the Board of Trade 
in planning for new industry in Scotland. 
The Board of Trade had a factory build- 
wr Rage manage in hand which would pro- 
vide about 120,000 more new jobs than 
existed before the war in Scotland. The 
new undertakings providing this employ- 
ment included new industrial estates, large 
new undertakings privately financed with 
the “ production support” of the Scottish 
Office, and the Board of Trade, and 
numerous smaller individual production 
developments. 

Mk. ROBERTSON went on to talk of new 
towns. _ East persion scheme had 
reached an advanced stage of preparation. 

ad been prepared u 
: eemmence shortly. Formal action 
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under the New Towns Act had just been 
taken in relation to the first new town in 
the expanding coalfields—at Glenrothes 


in Fife. The draft order had been pub- 
lished, and a public inquiry into the 
scheme would take place at the end of 
March. Detailed work on the new town 
in Ayrshire had reached an advanced 
stage and indeed the local authority there 
—the Ayr County Council — had em- 
barked on a housing development which 
was designed to fit into the provisional 
plan of a new town. : 

In the Highlands close attention was 
now being given to linking up new plan- 
ning developments with the splendid work 
being done by the North of Scotland 
Hydro-Electric Board. These investiga- 
tions, ‘initiated at the suggestion of the 
Highlands Advisory Panel, would com- 
prise special surveys of two vital areas at 
the north and south ends of the Great 
Glen—areas where electric power would 
be in most abundant supply when the 
schemes of the Hydro-Electric Board 
matured. A team of experts would have 
the primary object of studying such 
matters as the availability of suitable 
industrial sites and the necessary improve- 
ments that would be required if industrial 
enterprises were to be attracted to these 


areas. 
NEW BUILDINGS 


East Kilbride.—Omnibus garage, new work- 
shops, ete., for which the architects are Cowie 
& Miller, Cleland-rd., Wishaw. 

Glasgow.—Extensions and other additions 
proposed for Kennedy McLeod & Co., for which 
the architect is Magnus Duncan, 243, Eglinton- 
st., Glasgow. Additions and alterations for 
McCrae & Drew. Ltd., for which the architect 
is W. Bonnar, Z, Gelison-st., Paisley. 

Glasgow.—Housing Committee to lay out 
plans for erection of 61 small flats for single 
women at Pollok housing scheme at £68,500. 

Glasgow.—New buildings at St. George’s R.C. 
School, for which the architect is John MacNab. 
129, Bath-st., Glasgow.—Alterations and addi- 
tions to be carried out by G. & W. McLellan, 
Ltd., MacLellan-st., Glasgow. | 

Giasgow.—New hospital buildings to be 
erec at Stobhill from plans by rt Bruce. 
Municipal-bldgs., Glasgow. 

shire.—New stables, offices and stores, 
for which the architects are Lennox & McMath, 
140. Blythswood-st, Glasgow. 

New Stevenston.—New school buildings at 

ublic school, for which the architect is W. 

att, Albert-st., Motherwell. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


We are glad to give questions and 
answers, but cannot accept Seprentbility 
for contributed replies, especially on legal 


matters. 
Dampness Under Cork Floor. 

Q.—We shall be glad if you will kindly 
give us advice upon the following 

roblem. A concrete floor with grano- 
lithic finish was laid about 10 years ago, 
but the building was held up during the 
war. This building has now been com- 
pleted and a cork floor laid in a bitu- 
minous mastic. The cork floor is now 
being forced up by capillary dampness 
in parts, the floor underneath being very 
wet when the tile is lifted. 

Can you advise. us on a method of 
treating the surface of the concrete to 
keep down this dampness to enable the 
cork to be relaid? J. W. B. 

A.—The non-grip of the cork tiles 
would appear to be caused by tempera- 
ture. The granolithic collects condensa- 
tion, which would in turn cause the 
dampness; or it may be caused largely by 
a porous concrete under the granolithic 
and the absence of a waterproofer. Also 
fine trowelling of the granolithic may be 
one of the causes, as a rough surface is 
desirable. This makes the mastic grip 
so that condensation could not collect to 
any degree. The only remedy now, short 
of hacking up the granolithic and replac- 
ing it with a two-inch Portland Cement 
and sand screed with waterproofer in- 
corporated and finished with wood float, 
is to remove the tiles and bituminous 
mastic and cover the floor with half-inch 
of asphalt. This method has been carried 
out with success in cases of laying rubber 
or linoleum on concrete. G. W. H. 


Dampness of Walls. 

Q.—I wonder if you would be kind 
enough to give me your advice regarding 
the following difficulty? A ground-floor 
room in this ‘house, which is brick built, 
plastered, papered and distempered, with 
one outside wall, gets very damp in wet, 
foggy or frosty weather. It is a billiards- 
room and has only occasional fires; but 
other rooms, bedrooms, do not show 
damp walls although they are never 
heated. Can anything be done to prevent 
the walls becoming damp? (Sometimes 
water, which has dripped from the walls, 
is found along the skirting.) 

A.—The primary cause of the trouble 
is the absence of a dampcourse. To 
provide a proper dampcourse, preferably 
a lead-core one, cut out ‘a couple of 
courses of brickwork in “hit and miss 
sections of 3 ft. run, lap the dampcourse, 
well pin the rep brickwork, and 
complete the intervening spaces, when the 
first portions are well set and secure. 

The brickwork face generally should be 
well hacked and two coats of Portland 
cement screed applied, incorporating 4 
good waterproofer. Finish, if desirable. 
with a decorative stucco finish. ie 
pointing should be racked out for addi- 
tional adhesion. : 

In our opinion, a room of the size men- 
tioned, calls for more than occasional 
fires. It is suggested that hot-water heating 
in the form of radiators is necessary, 22 
the question of ventilation must be con- 
sidered, particularly when temperatures 
are irregular. G. W. H. 












Display at Housing Centre. 

PLaNs of Mildura Court, Hornsey, 204 
a model ofthe entrance, will be on view 
at the Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, 
S.W.1, until Thursday, March 25. This 
proposed scheme includes 37 flats and 4 
maternity and child welfare centre. 
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FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS , 


Full details of Public Appointments open wil! 
be found in the Advertisement pages of thin 
and previous issues. 


‘CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
Ihe dates at the heads pf paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tei 8; @ dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 18. 
Wilts €.C.—Central kitchen ‘at Warminster- 
rd., Wilton. F. L. Bowden, County A., County 
Hall, Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


E.C.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
Haden School, Trowbridge. F. 
County A., County Hall, Trowbridge. 
Tenders by April 8 


MARCH 20, 

Chesterfield R.D.C.—26 Airey houses at Barlow 
site. J. B. Wikeley, 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 
t*Friern Barnet U.D.C.—14 houses at Colney 
Hatch-la. C., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by March 31. - 

Heniey-on-Thames.—8 houses, with site works, 
at 2 sites. C., 12, Hart-st. Dep. £3 3s. 

t*isle “ _— C.c.—M.O.W. dining hut at 
.E. School. Sydney eee (F.), 


Nelson 
Bowden, 
Dep. £2 2s, 


Shalfleet 


County A. “Sade Hall, on Z W. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by April 12. 

Norton-Radstock U.D.C.—26 houses at West- 
field, Radsteck. W. J. Landray, Council 
Offices, Midsomer Norton. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Swindon T.C.—Conversion ef four huts to 
dwellings at Copse-ave. hutted camp. Beg 7 
Morgan, Boro’ A. 

MARCH 22. 


*Chester R.D.C.—6 houses at Little Stanney 
and incidental drainage work. Douglas Min- 
shull and Co. (L. and A.), 6, Abbey-sq., 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s. 

Luten T.C.—Primary sub-station build 
and laying of extension to concrete access ro 


at Sundon switching station, Chalton Village, 
es Boro’ B.B., St. Mary’s-rd.. Luton. Dep. 


St. Faith’s and Aylsham R.D.C.—24 houses at 
various sites. F. M. Dewing, architect, 40, 
Prince of Wales-rd., Norwich. Dep. £1 1s. 


MARCH 23. 

Berkhamsted U.D.C.—i2 houses “. Durrants 
Farm estate. Robert E. Hulse (L.), E. and 8.. 
= Centre. Dep. £2 2s. 

Littlohampten U.D.C.—6 pairs “— ser at 
Lyminster-rd. EB. and 8. Dep. £2 2s 


MARCH 24. 

Denton U.D.C.—3 blocks of four flats each 
and 2 pairs of houses at St. Lawrence-rd. E. 
and 8., Town Hall. Dep. £2°2s. 

* Wakefield T.C.—20 houses at Flanshaw 
City BE. Dep. £2 2s 

erth 8.C.—Repairs to ace 16, 20, * 
24 and 28. Shoreham-st. Boro’ A. Dep. £1 

“York T.C.—50 traditional houses at 4 
caster estate. Chas. J. MMiter, City E. arid 
Architect, Guildhall. Dep, £2 


estate. 
w 


MARCH 25. — 
+*West Sussex €.C.—Adaptations and altera- 
hions at Stopham House, Pulborough, to_pro- 
vide accommodation for 54 aged persons. F. R. 
Steele (F.), County A., County Hall, Chichester. 


MARCH 
Lineain T.C.—52 houses at 5: ae “.. side of 


Boultham Moor estate. Housing , Stamp 
End. Lincoln. —_ £3 38 
T.C.—82 houses with ——— 


Londonderry 
services and site works at Academy- 
Stevenson and Son, Quantity Surveyors “Tl, Gt. 


Victoria-st.. Belfast. Dep. 

"Oxfordshire 6.C. BF of County 

Secondary oe Bah rene Oxon. G. R. 

Hutton, County A., 3, Becket-st., Oxford 
MARCH 30. 

Beckenham T.C. — Repairs 


to houses at 

Elmers-end estate. B.E. and 8S. Dep. £2. 
“Stevenage U. eat 4 houses at Grey Dells- 

. , Geotirey V. Berry, C., Council Offices. Dep 


P MARCH 31. 

Devizes R.D.C.—12 Airey houses, with roads 
and sewers, at Rowde; 12 Airey houses, with 
roads and sewers, at West Lavington. Pictor, 
Snailum and Huggins (F. and A.), Abbey- 
chbrs., Bath. -_ £2 2s, 

of one-storey 


ublic ee HP “a t Haggerston 
a 
Baths. Boro’ A and 8 Town Hall. Deo £3 se 





THE BUILDER 


Thornton Cleveleys wu. or eg en and 


pean station at pee | hg 
ave. and Cleveleys-ave. — is. 
“Warminster Geos peokg roads 


and sewers at Hillwood. Pictor, Snailum and. 
_— (F. and A.). Abbey-chbrs.. Bath. Dep 


APRIL 1. 
*Barrow-in-Furness €.B.—124 houses at New- 
barns (South) estate. B.E. and S. a £2 2s. 
Manchester T.C.—Classrooms, at St. 
Clare’s Voluntary B.C. Prmary ennai” +e maga 
ave., Higher pen i Dep. £1 


3. 
Cnapelente-Prin RDe..s houses at Cote- 
la., Hayfield, and 4 at Belgrave-ave., Chinley. 
Pendleton and Dickinson, architects, 16, 
Brazennose-st., Manchester 2. Dep. £2 2s., 
oncaster T.C.—Demolitions, alterations and 
erection of additional wings at High Melton 
Hall for conversion into teachers’ traini 
college. W. W. Thomas, Ed. Architect, Wo 
st. Dep. £2 2s 
Kingsclere and Whitchurch R.D.c—3 pairs of 
houses, with drainage and external services, at 
site No. 44, Kingselere ; 2 pairs of houses, with 
drainage and external services, at site No. 54, 


Ecchinswell. F. Henshaw (F.), Westminster 
Bank-chbrs., Andover, Hants. Dep. £2 25 
APRIL 5. 


*Chepstow R.D.C.—8 houses at 2 sites, with 
roads and sewers. Thomas and Morgan and 
Partners, 23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. 

3 3s 


Maidenhead YT.C.—8 pairs of houses at 
Pinkneys-rd. estate. B.E. and 8., 17, Craufurd 
rise. Dep. £2 2s. 

ee T.C.—8 Eccies Old-rd. 
City E. 


houses at 


APRIL 6. 
*Bradford T.C.— Boiler house building for Nos. 
1 and 2 boilers af Valley Power Station. Elec- 
trical Engineer and Manager, 45-53, Sunbridge- 
rd., Bradford. 
*Dover T.C.—40 


traditional houses in two 


groups at Buckland Valley and Green-la., Farm 
estate. B.B. Dep. £2 2s 
APRIL 7. 


“Worcester T.C.—56 houses in 4 groups at 
Newtown No. 2 estate. City E. Dep. £25 5s 


APRIL 10. 
*Cuckfield U.D.C.—12 houses at Box’s Nursery 
estate. John L. Denman (F.), 27, Queen’s-rd., 
Brighton 1. Dep, £2 2s 





te 


JEN SCRETE 
LTD. 








GLASS & 
FERRO-CONCRETE 
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gen 12. 


T.C.—4 houses 
Farm L. Magnus aemgay PF (P.), Te, 
2, High East-st., Dorchester. 


APRIL 14. 


_" Repairs certain under. 
22, Gayton-rd. KE. and &. Dep. 


*Harrow U.D 
pinning to No. 
22 Qu. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
ypeigoessns! ETC. 


Materials). 


. (Materials). 
Bridge. 


Bucks. C. C.—County 
L.c.C.—Repainting 


-C.—B.E. (Materials) . 


E. 
M 
Melcjmbe Regis T.C.—B.E. 


T. 
My go 
and 8. (Materials). 
MARCH 27. 
Maidstone T.0.—B.S. (Materials). 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


MARCH 17. 
wn C.8.—Construction of dual er 
y at Birmingham - Wolverhampton - rd 
tA 4123). B.E. ser inv lng 


Cheimetorg R.D-6--24) yds. of Sin. and 6-in. 
asbestos cement water mains, . and 8. 
Chesterton R 


contracts in various pa 
and Marehell, 35 33, Gt. Charies-st., Birmingham 3. 


Dep. £10 
N R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Shaw- 
cum-Donnington site. &. G. ya Sapte 8., 
a House, tex = A Dep. £2 2s. 
ottingham T.C.—Extensions to sewage dis- 
poral works, Stoke Bardolph. BR. M. Finch, 
B.E., City E. and & Dep. @6 (Cost, 


£100,000.) 
Rowley Regis T.C.—Surface ee 
and footpaths. B.E. se 8. 
MA 24. 
<de-la-Zouch v be. 7008 yds. of 6-in. 
and 9-in. stoneware and 12-in. = eres 
and extensions to sewage disposal works 
Wi da. iy 


Pick, 
6, enemy Leices £2 2s. 
Bourne U.D.C.—1,100 gar of $a, a es 
sewer, oom with — o 
Everard, Keay and Agra. fiflatons le” 
Leicester. Dep. £2 2s 


Derbys 6.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 
County 8. 
Surbiton T.C.—Reinstatement of roads and 
“*footways. B.S. 
MARCH 77. 
Rugby R.D.C.—Road sewer and water main 
extensions at Dunchurch how scheme. 
G. McVinnie, S., 24, Warwick-st. 22 2s. 
MARCH 77. 


Gloucs C.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 
County S., Quay-st., sen 
MARCH 
os T.C.—Sarface cruuine of seatie: E. 


and 8 
Cannook U.0.0.—Surface dressing of roads. 


E. an 
MARCH 31 
Ay age a dressing of roads. 


£2 2s 

Sevenoaks OF oa Makine- -up site reads at 

Dunton Greep site. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
R.D.6.—2,000 yds. ot rane and 


250 yds. of 3-in. singe mains. Pick, Everard, 
Keay 2ee Gimson, 6, Millstone-ia., "Leicester. 
Dep. £1 1s. 


U¥.0.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., at 
Sullington-rd. estate. Pick, Everard, Keay ‘and 
Gimson, 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. 22 2s. 


Bridgwat 1.0.—Sewas eis 
water wage pumpi 
Hamp estate. => . Watson, . LM 
B.E. ga £2 2 
C.c.—Making ap 
Quant 8. Dep. £5. 
APRIL 2. 


Sutton and ‘Cheam T.C.—Surface dressing of 
roads. "BE. and &. 


*Chepstow R.0.0-site ks at Sandy-la. 

5 i WOrkKs a 
site. Thomas and Mo Partners, 23, 
Gelliwastad-rd., Ponty 4. Dep. £3 3s. 
P East Dean A.D. -6.—3,400 oS 9-in. =e. 
ia. sewers, with man sew 
works, at ak gags OE i Blizard. 
Lansdowne House, Castle-la., 
ae £3 3s. 

est Bromwich C.B.—Roade and sewers a 

 epeene housing site. “BE. & 8. Dep. £1 in 


APRIL 6. 
of 


station at 
un.E. (L.), 


various streets 


Keny and Gunees, 
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APRIL 9. 
Pershore R.D.C.—7,%0 iin, yds. of 4in. and 
3in. dia. spun-iron water mains, etc., at Defford 


and Besford. Wilco x, Raikes and Marsan, 
33, Gt. Charies-st., Birmingham. , Dep. £5 5s 
APRIL 10. 
Horsham R.D.C.—Sewer and sewage disposal 
works at Faygaie. 8. 
APRIL 12. 


Liverpeo! Corporation Waterworks.—Construc- 
tion of Prescot No. 4 reservoir and associated 


works at a Park. Water E., 5, Dale- 
st. Dep. 2 guineas. 
APRIL 14. 
Lewes blero dressing of roads. B.S. 


PRIL 21. 

March U.D. oh Sewers and veg wd main 
{contract M.3); (2) ne m and 
etorm-water tanks and 
(contract M.4). W. Wr otting 
Albion-chbrs., King-st., 


GENERAL SUILDIN G G WORK 


(LONDON) 

Baiham.—Hoste..—To be erected at 8, 
Balham-hijl. Plans by 8. A. Hurden (A.), 2 
Henrietia-st., W.C.2. 

Beckenham.—F.iats ror AGep.—Proposed by 
pg RoE me pe ety To T Brid 

.—ALTERATIONS.—To Tower Bridge 

Hotel, Tooley-st., for Charrington & Co., Ltd., 

Mile End- rd., E.1. 
panhy’s architect. 

eil.—F.ats.—B.C. to erect 16 dwell- 

~— at Philip-rd. and Manaton-rd. 

amberwell,—RepEVELOPMENT.—B.C. seeking 

compulsory purchase of land in Iiderton-rd. for 

redevelopment for industrial purposes. 

Camberwell.—Ha.r-way Hovse.—19, Sydenham- 
hill to be repaired and adapted as half-way 
house by B.C. 

Catford.— ReeviLpinc.—Plans approved for re- 
building of 1%, 136 and 138, Brownhill-rd., at 
£14,000. Architect, W. Douglas White (A.), 73, 
Mitcham-ia., 8.W.16. 

Chiswick.—Reinstatement.—Of The Avenue 
Restaurant, 204, High-rd. Plans by Stewart & 
Hendry, 9%, Fenchurch- st., E.C.3. 

East Ham.—ReinstaTeMenT.—-Of 20, Selsdon-rd. 
for Macintyre Hogg, Marsh ‘& & Co., Ltd., 6. 
Aldermanbury, E.C.2. Plans by Ernest Bates 
& W. G. Winning (F.), 89, Chancery-la.. W.C.2. 

Hammersmith.—F.itTs.—B.C. to erect 28 dweil- 
ings on Riverside-gdns. site. 

iiferd.—Resvitpinc.—Of 75, 79, 81, 83 and 85, 
Westwood-rd. Plans by K. IL. "Joseph, F.8.1., 
288, Barking-rd., East Ham, E.6. 

London.—Suowkooms.—Wandsworth and Dis- 
érict gas company, Fairfield-st., acquired sites 
ae Eeeerenens at Surbiton, Sutton and Wands- 
wor 


po ge mg 


Pians by 8S. Clark, com- 


Paddington.—F.ts.—36 flats at Peach-st. for 
B.C. Plans by Ramsey, Murray & White, 32, 
Wigmore-st., W.1. 

Romford.—-Licensep Premises. —Truman, Han- 
bury & Buxton, Ltd., propose licensed premises 
at junction of Gobions-ave. and Havering-rd. 
Approved subject to approval of plans. 

St. John’s Wood.—Conversion.—Into 6 flats of 
103, Hamilton-ter Dowton & Hurst, Architects, 
72, New Cavendish-st., W 


St. ——— OUSING.—B.C. to purchase 
_— on ownshe Cottages housing site at 


St. 'Panoras.—F.ats.—B.C. seeking to acquire 
47-56, Peckwater-st. for erection of 8 more flats 
in Peckham-st. housing scheme 

St. Panoras.—RepEvELopmMEeNT.—B.C. consider- 
ing appointment of architect for Regent’s Park 
area redevelopment. 

Stoke Newington.—Hovsinc.—B.C. to erect 6 
flats in Barbauld-rd. and 12 dwellings on 
Londesborough-rd. (West) site. 

Sutton and Cheam.—Conversion.—Plans in 
Briton Gon for conversion of 76, 90 and 100, 

Common-rd, into half-way houses for 


Lc OR —ReEBUILDING. ne —— for 
rebuilding a 4-46, Rivers £16,000. 
Architect, W. Douglas, White rey "73,  lichom: 
la., S.W.16. 

Walthamstow. — Resvui_pinc. — Of mr and 
house at 174. Billet-rd. Plans by Geo. E. Clark 
© Setaees. tes Wat Lid., ¢ struct 

.—FLats.—Wates, .. to construc 
60, flats on the Mall estate for B.C. during 
second half of year. 

w .—Hovsine.—New Ideal Homesteads, 
Lid.. to erect 14 houses at Sudbury Farm estate 
for B.C.. -_ a further 26 at later date subject 
to M.O.H. roval. 

Wembley. HnOOL.—B.C. 
— on Barn-hill site. 

.—Scnoois.—B.C. considering  erec- 

PA pon of voluntary and primary schools on L.M.S. 

"Semuion ground. BO. 


to erect primary 


RARY  Hovstne. 


ae eo fom M.O.H. for site prepara- 
S om temporary housing sites at 


Tn ag “round, Cardinal Vaughan . 
weer Wembley rts ground, * 
i. Park. Park. silver Jubilee ark, Victoria 


wg oe Kees orth ror Acep.—B.C. to submit 


» THE BUILDER 


to M.O.H. for erection of two-storey 
aane at Hazelwood Hostel, Loughton, for 
aged persons at £6,000. 

West. Ham.—Hovsixe.—B.C. to submit plans 
to M.O.H. for erection of four adh of cottages 
at Avenue-rd., Harold Wood, at £15,000. 

wi —Hovsinc.—54 flats and 12 groups 
of houses at West Side House, at £144,000. 
Pians. Buchanan & Coulter (FF.), 5, Bedford- 


row, W.C.1. 

ootwich — Temromary Hovsrs. — B.C. to 
acquire following sites for temporary housing : 
Land adjoining field recreation ground; 
6. 10, 12 and 14, lossah-rd., Plumstead ; 


adjoining 9. Parkview-rd., and at rear of 121, 
Green-la., ew Eltham; 42, Wernbrook-st., 
Plumstead ; 56-66, Spearman-st.; 94, Eltham-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Sirmingham —C.E. re propose C.E. 

— at Longbridg 

wom Estates, Ltd. 658, 
Chester: propose with residential flats 
above at Sutton New- Erdington. 

8B Stortford.—U. D.C. approved plans for 
factory at London-rd. for Hertex Crackers and 
Novelties, Ltd., also for 18 houses at Thorley 

Park-rd. for J. Jarvis. 

Bolton.—T.C. approved :—Alterations to works 
at Cariton-st. for Wareing Bros. and Co., Lid. ; 
extensions to works, Hatfield-st., for Wm. Town- 
son & Sons, Ltd.; additions, Moss Dye Works, 
Twisse-rd., for John Twisse & Co., Ltd. 

Brentford.—Draft proposals by ‘B.S. for re- 
development of Walnut Tree-rd. area ee been 
approved by T.C. for submission to M.H 

Bri .—T.C. approved structural altera- 
tions at Whitehall as = Hipperholme, for §. 
big & Sons, . brewers, 57, Northgate- 

SB aon, 7; 
ury.—E.C. 
at OWiichaw. r 

Cardiff. —Proposed branch depot, storage 
sheds, offices, etc., at Newport-rd. Industrial 
Estate, for Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., Trussley 
Works, Hammersmith-gr.. W.6. Plans by T 
Elvet Liewellyn (L.), 59, Queen-st., Cardiff. 

Cardiff.—Proposed factory and showrooms at 
Newport-rd. jor Wm. ewis (Agricultural 
House), Ltd., 13, Castle-st., Cardiff. Plans by 
Howard Williams & Partners, 2, St. Andrews- 
pl., Cardi 

Garlisie.—T.C. approved extensions at Rome- 
st. Leather works for J. T. Scott & Sons, Ltd. 
—Oarlisle United Football Club, Ltd., propose 
additional stands at Brunton’ Park ‘football 


er County mooeaiaey school 
it ~ at £112,500 














BESPOKE. FRAMES 
SPECIAL SEATS 


ARCHITECTS & BUILDERS 
can obtain high-class Chairs and 
Special Seating by specifying ““FIRM- 
BACK CHAIRS” and “CINNAMON 
FRAMES” in their instructions to 
Furnishing Contractors 


J.CINNAMON C? 


Chair Frome Makess to the Uphoistering Trade 


FIRMBACK VRS. ANDMEWS ROAD, CAMBRIDGE HEATH 
LONDON, 6.8 
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ground. Leitch & Partners, consulti s 
6, Victoria-st., Naadon, swat pe cconcummaia 
New he TS proposed 
Broomfield-rd. for Essex Territorial ai 
Force Association. Roddick, calvin & 
architects, 40, Gt. James-st., W.C.1. 
y.—E.0 pose rapeembiy hall and 


Coventry. 
kitchens at King Henry v Veg 
Darlington.— erect 16 flats at Shakes. 
peare-rd. Plans by Boro’ A., tral- “4 
{The Qua erection of | ng Sy Ww ouse 
a e Quay, Topsham. Gelder 
Kitchen, Srchitecte, 120, Alfred Gelder-st. Hull. 
ospital, nurses’ home, ete., 
Epeanese for ‘meek ita] Committee of 
anagement, Plans - eA #t. Sheppard & 
rae 38, Bedford-pl., ih . ¥ 
. propose sc ools ‘at Yew Hill 
Hills, Netherton and Bradford-rd. Plans by 
Boro’ A., M. H. G. Blackman (A.), Priory Hail. 
Dudley. 

Goring-by-Sea. Pe yay 299 to premises pro- 

pet at Goring 6 - for Worthing Hospital, 
hurst-rd orthing. Plans ll 70> am 
Walford & Fielder, Leadenhall-bldg: C3. 

Hants.—Proposed new hotels af Pieake. 
Winchester; Somerford, nr. Christchurch: 
Nettley and Oakdale, Old Wareham-rd., Poole. 
Dorset, for — & Co., as ee Ltd., The 
Brewery, Plans by P Newby Vin- 
cent, 24, Inneharhs: Southampton, fed Allner, 
26, Parkstone-rd., Poole. 

Hull.—Yorkshire Territorial and Auxiliary 
Association propose ou hall and depot ai 
Sculcoates-ave.—J. Fox & Sons. Lid., grocers, 
451, Holderness-rd., propose rebuilding» 8 at 
Holderness-rd. 

Kirkham.—E. G. Seroenns. the Elms, Wrea 
Green; nr. Preston, propose sports stadium and 
racing track at Carr Hill. 

Li .—Lanes. E.C. propose dining-room 
and kitchen at Sylvester school, Huyton, and 
dining-room and kitchen at Long View school, 
Knowsley. 

Lymm nn Biocieedae Nurseries, Lid., propose 
agricultural houses at Broomedge. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved -—Extensions to 
works, Crystal-st. and aoe as Collyhurst, 
for J. F. Pettinger, 9, Queen’s-rd.; light engi- 
neering works, Derby-st., Cheetham, for H. 0. 
Serck, Ltd., Lyons-st., Newton Heath; clothing 
factory at Duke-st., Hulme, for H. Goldman, 
27, Faraday-ave., Cheetham; buildings for Col- 
lege of Music, Ducie- -gT., Dacie-st. and Oxford- 
rd. for Governors of Royal Manchester College 
of Music (Cruickshank & Seward (F.), archi- 
tects, 16, Princess-st.) ; 96 flats at Baguley Hall 
area approved. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—T.C. ei additional 
bungalows and houses at -st., Silverdale 
and Bradwell sites; police houses at Bradwell- 
la.—Approved :—Tileries at Bradwell Wood for 
Bentley Terie, Ltd., and at Apedale-rd. (south 
side) for G. H. Downing & Co., L 

North Riding. —E.C. proposes new “school a 
Nunthorpe at cost £12,000. Plans by J. Catch- 
pole, County Hall, Northallerton, County A. 

Northwieh.—R.D.C. propose houses at Quarry- 
la. and Willington-la., Delamere. 

tiey.—U.D.C. aupeowes ~—-Additions at Gay- 
la, garage for W. A. Ttd.; alterations at 
Falcon works for Waite rs ‘Savill le, Ltd. 

Plymouth.—E.O. propose building Barne Bar- 
ton Primary; Ernesettle Primary; Burleigh 
House schools; Johnston-ter. Primary; and 
Stewart-rd. (Penlee) ~etee Secondary schools. 
at £400,000. Plans by E. G. Catchpole (F.), 


_ City A., Weston Lodge, Se: baal Lymouth. 
.—Duncan Gilmour caeees Ltd., 
Lady’s Bridge Brewery, Sheffield : Te- 


building Miners’ Arms public-house po yp oned unction 
of Psalters-la. and Meadow Bank- rd 70. pro- 


’ pose adapting premises for hostels at £6,000: 
extensions °. —— school for residential 
block.—G. Ram sden propose showrooms at 


111/113, Wellgate.—T.C. approved works canteen 


at Canklow-rd. for Robinson Bros., 
ee Herts.—Plans a i for 
Memorial Hall at Paconety for Sawbridgeworth 


War Memorial Committee 


.C. ove. :—Additions to works 
at Saxon--d. and Broadfield-rd. for 8. & J. 
Kitchen, Ltd.; extensions to factory at Trout- 


beck-rd. ane Keswick rd. for F. Guslee & Sons. 
Ltd.—T. eoceeee extensions (0 
works at Coe one ari-st.—T.C, propose 


extensions at Castle Hill Market; crematorium 
Shrewsbury. i 
Modern school at igh” Ereall. 
Kok 50 h d flats 
at Broomfield-dr., Reddis oases an is 
houses at Bridz¢ 
site, 
Dortasies: la. Plans by Boro’ , Hig! 
“dsinean ten. 
houses at Trent Vale at 
Stone.—Cat 
school at The Radfords at £26.000. 
Cc. Primary 


and Garden of Rest at gee Wood. 
—Salo) propose Counts 
by mgr ig a -D.C. to erect 88 housés. Plans 
by Gray & Kin ge Camden-st., North Shield- 
Stockport.— 
‘Reddish 10 houses, Did- 
a en Heaton Mersey; 4 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Final plans to be pre 
for new Junior Mixed oa i choo! "at 
Stockton-on-Tees 
Trent.—T.C. ——— 5s BILSF 
holic Authorities peagees Junior 
—Wores. E, 
school af Haflord estate, 
Swansea.— building of 166 houses 4! 






























March 12 1948 


Group 1, 2 estate, for T.C. Plans by 
Boro A.. H. T. Wykes (F.), Guildhall, Swansea. 

Swansea.—Rebuilding of Oxford Building, 
Oxford-st., for Mrs. V. Parminter. Astley 
Samuel. Son & Laeder, surveyors, 115, Walter- 
rd., Swansea. 

Tarvin.—R.D.C. propose houses for agricul- 
tural workers at 12 sites. 

Warrington. Fleming & Sons, Lid. 
propose extensions to tannery at Haydock-st. 

-Wa:rington Products, Ltd gford, pr 
alterations and improvements to works.—T.C. 
propose alterations and additions at Cleansing 
Depot, Longford, at £20,714. 

Whitley Bay. —E. M. Lawson, Barras- bidgs., 
Barras Bridge, Newcastle, is architect for re- 
modelling scheme at Esplanade hotel. 

Wirksworth.—Cooper & Roe, Lid. 
manufacturers, Eagle Works, Carlton-rd., 
tingham, propose hosiery factory at 


estate. 
Worksop.—K.D.C. approved factory at Main- 
st., Harworth for Wall k Estates, Ltd. 
Wrotham.—New ate Station a 3 
sed for B.B.C. at 250,000. lans by M. 
Padsbery, C.B.E., M.1.C.E., Corporation Givi 
Broadcasting Portland-pl., 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


hosiery 
Not- 
" Alton 


Engineer, ouse, 
W.1. 


{ Denotes accepted by Government 
departments, 
Accrington.—80 Easiform houses, for T.C.: 


*John Thine & Son, Ltd., Carlisle. 

Baitham.— Assembly sven A at 26, Voltaire-rd., 
for W. R. Sykes, Interlocking Signal Co., Ltd. 
D. P. Marshall (L.), 59, Gordon-sq., Wc 
*Holliday & Greenwood, Ltd., 11, Duckingham 
Palace-gdns., S.W.1. 

Barnard Castle.—12 houses with road works 
for key workers, for U.D.C.: *William Leech, 
Clayton-st., Newcastle. 

Basingstoke. —10 Reema houses at Bramley, 
for R.D.C.: *Reema Construction Co., Milford 
Manor, Salisbury. 

Belfast.—Houses for City Council. 28 
Barnett’s-rd. estate: *William Scott & Co. eBay 
fast), Lid.; 48 at Mount Vernon estate: *Bell & 
Lewis; 24 at Summerhill estate: *William 
Grace & Co. 

Crecente .~Rebuilding 77-79, Storks-rd. 
C. C. & T. Moore, architects, 13, Lime- st., E.13: 
ey W _ & Son, Tomlins Works, Campbell- 
re Se 

Birmingham.—Schools for City * Council: 
Primary = Ellen-st., Brookfields: *C. Green & 
Sons, Ltd., Birmingham; school at Te ol 
rd., Sheldon : *B. Whitehouse & Sons, Ltd., 


Birmingham ; rimary at Bells-la., Monyhull : 
*C. Green & P em Lid’; unior at Blakehall- 
rd., Kent Moats estate, ; andley: *Parsons & 


Morrin, Ltd., Birmingham; primary at The Tile 
Cross estate, Sheldon: *C. Green & Sons, Ltd. 
Birmingham.—Houses at Kent Moats estate, 


for City Council: *E. L. Howell, Birmingham 
(14); *Crossle Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Birming- 
ham (16); abbe Bros., Ltd., Birmingham 
(16); *Geo. Webb & Son, Ltd.. Birmingham 


(22); *Biddle & -Homer (Birmingham), Ltd., 
Birmingham (12); *Henry Boot & Sons, Ltd., 
Sheffield (14 traditional and 50 B.LS.F.). 
Birmingham.—70 dwellings for City Council. 
Two at Sandy-la. and Coventry-rd. and two at 
Chestnuts estate: *G. Stubbings, Lid., £2,230 
and £2,238; 22 at Hollyfaste-rd., Kents Moat 
estate: *C. "Bry vant & Sons, Ltd "£25,089 ; 18 at 
Lea Hall octets Part I and 26 on Part 2: 
“Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., £20,288 and £30,191. 
Blackpool.—-@7 houses with roads and sewers 
al Lent werei -av. and Wyeesdale-av., for T.C. 
\. Hamilton, B.S.: *R, Fielding. & Sons, Stan- 
hope-rd. Works, Blackpool, 

Brentford and Chiswick.—Erection of 60 flats 
= estate office at Edensor-gdns., Chiswick, for 


J M. (Contractors), om aes a 
Falkus Bros., Wee a 124,732 
( 0. Wea ee Seppe U3 ri Bis 
0 i & xbri ge. m 
Noruaaah “Sinclair Ltd... W.13 998 
Day, Ltd., N. inchley, N. 105,828 
G. H. Wrighi, iltd., Cl 106,691 
Frank Bilton, Litd., S.W.2 ip --- 106,099 
hos. Tierney & Co.. Ltd., E.14 ... 104,422 
G . Crouch, Ltd., Kingston-o1 on- 
Thames ak 102,856 
Jos. Cartwright, Lid. 8.W.4 101,244 
W. Etherington. Southall . 8, 


“Perrys (Ealing), Ltd., %, Uxbridge- 
d.,. Ealing, W.5 .. ’ 
Brighton. ig extension of shoe factory 
Kin Individual Shoes, Ltd., 54-6, 
King. st. uo Bang erton & Massey, archi- 
tects 38-9, West-st., Pe ohion *Cuthbert Clarke 
& Oo. 60b, Jehives.. Das a, t 
renee. ions. at Emer- 
gency Hospital, Barnsley Hall Institution, for 
Wores. C.C. L. ©. Lomas (F.), County A., 60, 
The Tything, Worcester: *Rush & 
Ltd., 270, Corporation-st.. Bisminghom 4. 
Chadderton. ping Soe gy ation at 
North Ones Chadderton ool, tor ts Lancs. E.C. G. 


kins, 
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Noel Hill (F.), County, A., County Offices, 
Fishergate-hill, Preston: *E. Cockin, 415, Fox- 
denton-la., adderton, nr. wou am. 

Cheater Le Street.—30 houses at South Pelaw 
estate, including roads and sewers, for U.D.C. 
William Ridley, Direct Labour and &., ty 
*Direct Labour 


Offices, Front-st. : 

c —23 h at George-st., for T.C. 
A. B. r FRICS., B.E. & 8S. Quantities 
by John Watson & Carter, Hull. ‘*Taylor & 
Colilbeck, Ltd., 20, Hawthorne-ave., Cleetl orpes, 


£24,349. 

Cumberiand.—Erection of factor 
The Royal Oak, Frizington, for 
land Industrial Development Co., Ltd.: *John 
eS Son, a svat 4 ‘ 

a ingtoa.—16 ats at enn n-gdns., for 
T.C. Tornbohm, Boro’ “Bussey & Arm- 
lg ‘Brinkburn-rd., tt 

Doncaster.—200 Easiform houses at Clay-la. 
estate, for.T.C.: *John Laing & Sons, £249,581. 

Eastbourne.—Conversion of Hillbrow, St. 
Winifreds, and Granville Crest, into Physical 
Training College, for E.C., together with Chel- 
sea College of Physical Education. Plans by 
Raymond Williams, ea, B.E., with H. 
Connolly (A.), Boro’ A.: Ww git A & Sons, 
3, Cornfield-ter., Eastbourne (first part scheme 
only). Estimated cost, £46,655 

Eastbourne. —Erection of first instalment of 
Junior school, The Hydneye, Hampden Park, 
for C.B. Rv William, B.E. & S8.: "Dorset Build- 
ing Contractors, Ltd., ll, Compton-st,, 
Brighton 1, £45,250. : 

East Dean.—Two houses at Hitchings Blake. 
for R.D.C. I. M. Williams (A.), Noverton 
House, Prestbury, Cheltenham: *W. F. Giles & 
Sons. St. Annals-rd., Cinderford, Glos, £2,686. 

Godaiming.—i4 houses at Silo estate, Farn- 
combe, for T.C.: *Deeks & Steere (estimated 
cost, £19,200, loan sanction obtained). 

Holywell.—24 houses at Greenfield Hall 
estate, for U.D.C.: *Sumner & Sons, £1,260. 

Leeds.—Alterations to premises at Belmont- 
gr., for conversion into five flats, for . T.C. 
R. A. H. Livett (F.), City A., Priestley House, 
Quarry-hill: *W. Thompson & Sons, 19, Sheep- 
scar-st. North, Leeds, £7,376. 

Lewisham .—Rebuilding of Nos. 63, 65 and 67, 
Calmont-rd. ‘ _ Westerman (A.), 9 Old 


at rear of 
fest Cumber- 


ney, 


Burlington-st., : *Hansley & Co., 7, Village- 
way, S.E.12. 

Liskeard.—Six houses at Tredinnick, for 
R.D.C.: *E. Pearce, Looe, 108. 


Liverpool. —Dining- room and kitchen at Little 
Woolton-st., school, for E.C. Sir L Keay 
(F.), ay ‘Architect and Director of Housing, 
A., Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kingsway: 
*Norwest Construction Co., Ltd., Ruthven-av., 
a ee aem mye 

C.¢.—Contr exceeding £2,500 in value, 
pia aced by L.C.C. during period ended March 3: 
pair of war damage at Drayton Park school, 


Islington, Soar & Co., Ltd., Bermondsey; re- 
pair of war damage, ete., at Hawley-cres. 
school, St. Pancras, Thomas Tierney & Co., 
Ltd., Poplar. 

London.—Alterations and repairs 


to vO 
St. Martin’s-la., W.C. 


offices, Coliseum-bidgs., 
Edwin M. Lawson iA 


for Stoll Theatres, Lid. 
Cranbourne Mansions, Cranbourne-st., _ 
and Howard Rowe, Léd., 31, Southwick- st., 
Paddington, W.2. (Amended paragraph.) 
London.—Reinstatement of 42-3, Gerrard-st., 
W.1, for Tailor & Cutter Academy. Plans by 
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The Leading Office for 


Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY, 
MOTOR 





Etc. 





Erc. 


Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 
BIOL MA TATE TT, 


= 


Lendon Cee 5 X- Provost Head- 
quarters, * ood wey -road, . Wl, de- 
‘Tottenham, N.17. oo a, Port South- 
wick: Portadown H acing parade 
ground, Allweather Mechanical Grouting Co., 
Victoria-st., 8.W.1. Portsmouth : H.M. 
rd, Conversion of top floor of No. 6 

Hewe & Bishop, Lid., 
o—- th. 


(M.0.W.). — Contracts placed by 
M.o.W. for week ended March 4 :—London: 
New Government Offices, Whitehall, 8.W.1. 
supply, delivery, erection and testing of - 
pair of ee ees 
Northern section, & E. Hall, Lid, Dartford 


Ironworks, Dontesd. oat. Romney | 1 House, 
S.W.1, occupational’ services, Hollo - Bros. 
(London), Ltd. Bridge-wharf, 157, illbank, 
S.W.1. South-Western District Office, Howick- 
pl., SW. 1, external and internal ting, 
Fields, Chandos<t., Caxton-st., “5.W.1. 
MN.L, "High-st., Deptford, occ 


services in connection ey proven office 

accommodation for M.N.I.. Pen ir & awe 

Crown Wks., South pe 

M.N.L, 406, Brixton-rd.. sw 9, 

redecorations for M.N_L, A Caarett acre S00, 

Ltd., Balham-h 8. W.12. 

Office, Millbank, 8.W.1, to estanry hia: Gt. 

Smith-st., 8.W.1, occupational services in con- 

a with the removals from Colonial 
Ne et oto aa a ~ Minter, Ps 


Rocking ee tae Palace Weet. 
minster, Whitehall, Ne supp: delivery and 
‘of Jow-tension A.C DOC. swi 


fixin: AL, 
pees Dorman & Smith, Lita. — El 
cal Wks., Salford, Manchester. al Courte 
~ & Justice, Strand, WC.2, aeciaicmin of lead 
ga zing, yar, Davies & Co., Tid, 89-91, 
ingston-td., Wimbledon, 8.W.19. Met _ 
and Monarch “Raeohent Exchange, E. 
instatement, ground to sixth floors Thos. "Bates 
& Son, Lid., Chureh-rd., Harold Wood, Essex. 
Beds.: Potton, 4 Dudley rural houses, Samuel 
Foster, Ltd., High-st., pston. Berks: West- 
cott-rd. County School. Wokingham, temporary 
classroom, J. Lovell & —. Lid. %, High 
st., pe ots ‘Bucks. Cumbe Pitts Park, 
Carlisle, accommodation for WA. EC. J. & RB. 
Bell, Ltd, aga ; lisle. Devonshire: 
Common-la., coastguard station = two 

irs of dvenings ‘and duty-room 
Fr Pinney Sons, Ltd., 12, Tem * Bid 
Fn Washington, telephone ex- 
change, John Jackson & Sons, 72, Corporation- 
gt., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Essex: Dovercourt Hill, 
Primary School, Harwich, additional classrooms. 
Hutton (Bldrs.), Ltd., Birch, Colchester, 
Fifeshire: Madras College, 'St. Andrews, addi- 
tional classrooms, Scottish Tarmacadam and 
Asphalte Co., JAd., 44-52, Bilbao-st., G 
Glam: H.P.0., Cardiff, internal painting, 
Bros., Lid., John-st., Cardiff. Hendreforgan 
School, Liantrisant, —. and 
Watson & Horroc Ltd,, Court-rd., Pine. § 
end. Hampshire: S. Weskereceh 
Copnor, Portsmouth, “kitchen and dining-room, 
Frank J. Privett, Ltd., 1b, ig omg 
Portsmouth. Herts: Leichworth Senior 
Morton-rd., Letchworth, additional classroom, 
J. G. Gibbs & Son (Contrs.), Ltd., 732, arr 
Albans-rd., Garston, Watford. 

Kent: ‘Addington-sq., Marga 62 bon, id of 
te Telephone Exchange, 7 les & 

bidgs.,. Cec = En 


Co Modern "School a, Mareste., Becken 
ham, temporary buildings and demolition of 


mouth. 





an A.R.P. shelter, Kent and Sussex (Contrac- 
wra), Ltd, 109, Station-rd., Sidcup, Kent, 
Lanarkshire: Central and Junior Ricondars 
School, Say Seg temporary  ¢lassrooms, 
M. Simpson & Co , did.. 62 Vicarfield-st., Glas- 
gow, 8.W.1. : CB. on Area, Sees f MN ong 
— Set = ee, 18 temporary houses, 


actors), 
ford, 1S Aawich, Stubbins | é 
scallery and Pee gags é Lionel Gray —— 
Li arnworth, Lanes. \ 
periehincil School, Middleton, Kitchen 
ink E. Cockin, 415, Poxdenton- 
la., ie Gatien. Oldham. Middz: Turncocks 








Residence, Kew Gardens, conversion into flats, 
Redon Yates, Lid. 124, Manor-td.” North, 
Thames Ditton. New B.P.0., 439-441, sad 
bury-rd.; Kingsbury, alterations, etc.. J. 
Lacey & Co., . High-+rd., Willesden 
Northumbertand Rutherford pitah School, 
fevcattiocs Tyee, See “he tee 
|  snony Bad Perthshire : Dept. of 
Health Hospital of Earn 


‘Br 
of roads, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Lid., 7 
heagh- -gdns., Edinburgh. Surrey 


im gE 
School * 
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MEMBERSHIP 
EXCEEDS 


10,000 


26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7383 (4 lines) 

: “EFEMBE, Holb, London” 

The address of your Branch Secretary 

will be forwarded. 
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ae _ Secondary School, Morr-la. Cheasington, Brown-la., Allesley, Coventry, adaptations and 

a Sloggetts ( 
i., South Kensington, ‘swt 
MINI. Daimler No. 2 Factory, 


alterations, H. Clarke & Sons, Lid., Coronation- 
rd., Coventry. Wores: 1RO., Trindlerd. 
Dudley, temporary office er for Inland 
Revenue A. Boswell mtrs.), Lid., 
School- -st., Wolverhampton. Teche: Clarke Field 
School, Cardinal-walk, Beeston, Leeds, creotes 


ary beieies, iggs & Hill, Ltd., Ss. 
Paulest. Middleton School, ppm 


erection Ponca ol building, ” weithows & Son 
(Contrs), Lid, 1, Bailway-st., Marsh-la., 
Leeds. Tatley C/E School, Sheffield, erection 
temporary. Building, Hadden (Bldrs.y, Lid., 
40, Spring-st., Sheffield. 

*London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended February 


28 :— 

Yorks : Miscellaneous work, R. Bainbridge, 
Stockton-on-Tees. Lincs : S velnnonus work, 
Markwell, Holmes & Hayter, Lid., Hull. Leics : 
Building work, A. H. Taylor (Nottingham), 
Ltd., ‘Attenborough. Shropshire: Building 
work, Peak Construction Co., Lid., Birkenhead. 
Brecon: Road: work, W. & J. Glossop, Ltd., 
Bridgend. Surrey : Painting work, F. Labbett 
& Sons, Nottingham. 

Longhenton.— 54 ee at Dudley-Annitsford 
site, for U.D.C. A. E. Sweetman, 8.: *Direct 


Labour. 
Mancohester.—_Works for T.C. L. C. Howitt 
ray City A. Structural alterations, etc., at 
R. Hanger and mess at Ringway Airport: 
‘Direct. Labour Section, Manchester Corpora- 
tion, £8,500; alterations to premises at Daisy 
Bank-rd., Victoria Park, for seaveees into 13 
flais: *E. E. Coleman, Ltd., Waverley-rd. 
Works, Sale, Ches. : 

Neweastle-on-Tyne.— Erection of Lindfield 
school, for E.C. Plans by Education A. 
Quantity Surveyor: E. H. Duns, 6, Lambton- 
rd., Jesmond, Newcastle: *George Bainbridge, 
Westgate-rd.. Newcastle-on-Tyne (estimated 
cost, £112,000). 

Perth and Kinross.—Work in various trades 
for erection of school at Muirton, Perth, for 
CC. Ian A. Moodie (A.), County A., County 
Offices, York-pl., Perth. Superstructure: *Uni- 
Seco, Ltd., London; central heating: *Ashwell 
& Nesbitt, Lid., Glasgow; main drain: *Wm. 
Gordon & Son, Auchterarder. 

Pon .—100 Airey houses and site wo 
at Church Farm, Trevethin, for U.D.C. 
Edwards Walker (A.), A.R.LCS., i pe tc 
the Council, Market-bldgs., Ponty 
*William Bowers & (Co. (Hereford), se 
£153,174. 

—40 houses at Parson Cross Estate 
(Building Scheme | 2), for City 

Council: *Direct Labour, £46 
South Shields.—Houses for TC Lt.-Col. John 











STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YE YEARS 
JNO. JONES (STEEL-CRETE) L° 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row. 
Leaden, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 








Réid, B.E.: *David Glen, Back Queen’s-rd., 
Jarrow (16 old people’s houses): *Carruthers é 
Son, Heugh-ter. South Shields (18 old people’s 
houses) : *J. Woolgar, Li Lisle-rd., South Shields 
pei > brick houses); *G. Bailey, Ltd., King 


ge Regent-ter., North Shields. 


PB UD. : *H. C. Haslam & Co., Ltd., Rye 
field-av., Hillingdon. 


French Cleaners, at Beresford-av. Ledgard, 
Parish & Leg a architects, Vicar-la., Leeds 1: 
*Wm. Irwin & Co., 2, Burley-way, Leeds 1. 


and 24 at Raines-av., for T.C.: *G. G. Middle- 
ton & Sons, 3%, Gateford-rd., Worksop (subject 
to M.H. approval). 
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— Shields (36 houses and six shops on 
‘Staford.—10 Airey houses for R.D.C.: *Corney 


Bros., Rugeley, £14, 


—16 single ‘person flats at Bridge 


a" Farm Estate, for T.C. W. F. Gardner, 


*wW. Turner’ (Stockport), Ltd., 4, Oat: 


st., Stockport, £11,136 (in : of tender with- 
drawn). 


.—10 houses at Tudor-av.: *J. H. 


@.—16 houses at Glebe-av. , Ickenham, 


Wembley.—Extension to factory of Zip 


Worksop.—Six houses at Raines Park- -av., 











tHe ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.s; LOUGHTON 295 
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STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Werks, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle's -s¢%=- Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


27, JOHN ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.2 
Tel.: Temple Bar 5858 

























W. & M. NEGUS LTD. 
Station Works, 
King James St., S.E.1 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 
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